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of members a realisation of the need for a
really definite tackling of a job that is not
beyond us if we have courage, and I ask
that during this session something will be
done about a problem that is still in our
midst.

On motion by Hon. H. V. Piesse, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 4.39 p.m.

Tegislative Agsembly,
Wednesday, 12th August, 1942.

—
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (4).
SHORTAGE OF BRAN.

My, McLARTY asked the Minister for
Agrienlture: What steps, if any, have been
taken by the Depariment of Agriculinre to
overcome the shortage of bran in this State?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Agriculture)
replied: TInvestigations by departmental
officers are now in progress.

RAILWAYS.
Diesel Service to Ongerup.

Mr, WATTS asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Has consideration been given to the
request of the Gnowangerup and Tambellup
Road Boards for a weekly Diesel clectrie ser-
vice to Ongerup? 2, If so, has a deeision
been made? 3, If so, what is the decision and
have the boards concerned heen advised? 4,
If the deeision is against the veguest, what
are the reasons?

The MINISTER replied: 1, Yes, 2, Yes.
3, The request was declined. The Gnowan-
gorup Road Board has been advised and ad-
vice is bheing sent to the Tambellup Road
Board. 4, A satisfactory service hy Diesel-
electric car is not practicable a2t commen-
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surate cost; an improvement is being ef-
fected by an alteration in the steam train
service on this braneh.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT.
Medical Register Committec.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development: What are the names
of members of the Medical Register Com-
mittee under the Workers’ Compensation
Act. Of these members—(a) Whe are medi-
eal practitioners? (b) Who are nominated
by the Governor?

The MINTSTER replicd: 1, The names
are: Chairman, Mr. Justice Wolff; Mem-
bers, Doctors Frank L. Gill and M. Kasner
Moss, and Messrs. Wilfred L. Carter and
Greoffirey F. Keating. (a) Doetors Frank L.
Gill, and M. Kasner Moss. (b) Mesars.
Wilfred L. Carter, and Geoffrey F. Keat-
ing.

NATIVE ADMINISTRATION ACT.
Station.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for the
North-West: 1, Are male natives who are
sent to Carrolup compelled to work when
physically fit for work? 2, What classes of
work are available? 3, If work is not com-
pulsory in the cases mentioned, will he ex-
plain why?

The MINISTER replied: I, Yes. 2,
General farm work for male natives. JMale
and female natives are also required to do
institutional duties. 3, Work is compulsory
for all able-bodied natives.

As to Carvolup

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the previons day.

MR. SEWARD (Pingeily) [220]: I
desire first of all to express my regret at
the absence of the Premier, and to voice
the hope that he will shortly be restored to
health, T am pleased to see the AMinister
for Works back in his place, and hope that
be has fully recovered and will not experi-
cnee any further illness. When we last met
a few months ago we were confronted with
a serions position in relation to the war,
Az a matter of faet, at ecach successive
meeting of this Parliament for the last three
vears we have been faced with an increas-
ingly serions sitwation, and it behoves every
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man holding a responsible position to ask
himself whether he is satisfied with the way
the war is proceeding. If he is, he can rest
contented. If he is not, obviously his duty
is to probe inte matters and aseertain
whether there is any way by which he ean
improve the position, or whether he ean
point to any weaknesses the removal of
which would not jeopardise the general posi-
tion, but which, on the other hand, might
materially help it.

There came into my possession a few days
ago a eopy of a cirenlar which has appar-
cntly been sent round the State by a body
called The Australia-Russia Relations Com-
mittee. I was not unaware of the establish-
ment of such a body. Any association that
is formed to promote good feeling hetween
any of the Allies—Russia or any other coun-
try—will certainly receive my wholehearted
support, for that is one of the hest objec-
tives we could have. At the same time, 1
draw attention to the eontents of this cir-
cular which is addressed to trade unions,
religious and sporting bodics, and all organ-
isations. It is headed, “Open the Second
Front Now,” and it says—

The Australia-Russia Relations Committee
(W.A} joins in the world-wide call for a
second front in Europe now. Notwithstanding
the bravery of our men of Tohruk, Crete,
Greece, New Guinea, ete.,, against tremendous
odds; notwithstanding the heroism of British
troops everywhere; it must be admitted that
the Allied land forces (excepting the Russians)
have hardly takenm a trick!

Why? We just hadn’t the tanks, the planes,
the guns!

All that we had were the 0ld Leaders—old
men with old school ties and old ideas. Then
Germany woke up the O0ld Men—opartially-—
and the rest of us ecompletely,

Now the time has come for a mass demand
for a second front in Europe to win the war
now—not in the distant future.

The leiter contains the names of various
people prominently connected with the orga-
nisation. I do not intend to read those names
because they are probably well-known, hav-
ing had enough advertisement already. One
thing I particularly notice is that there does
not appear to be any military decoration
after any of the names, so naturally I ask
myself, “What are the qualifications of these
people to enable them to come to the con-
clusion that now is the time to establish a
second front in Europe?’ What do these
people know ahout the defences created
along the European Front since Germany
tock possession of it? Surely the opening
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of a second front is a question of military
strategy, and only those highest in command
in the Allied Armies can possibly determine
such a matter!

The reason why I desire to give some pub-
licity to this eircular is that I assume the
first thing our opponents within Australia—
we have plenty of them—will do will be to
cable the effect of the document to the world
at large. Let us suppose that in the course
of time those in charge of our high military
strategy decide that the moment is not op-
portune to open a second front. The only
effect such a document will have will be to
create a feeling of diseontent among our
Allies, and that phase will be exploited to
the limit by our enemies.  Unfortunately
docwnents of this description are accorded
much greater publicity than that to which
they are entitled. Fancy its going forth
that Australia was demanding a second
front, and yet the British High Command
would not agree to the demand! That is the
impression that will be foisted on people
abroad by our enemies.

While I do not pretend to have any great
knowledge of military strategy, my experi-
ence in the 1914.18 war makes me at least
just as qualified as those people who have
issued the circular letter, to form an opinion
on military matters. In my view such a
document should not have heen cireulated
at such a time as this in the progress of
the war. Had this body advocated increased
support to Russia it wounld have had my
wholehearted support. But for laymen sueh
as those behind the movement, seeing that
they have no knowledge of military strategy,
to dare tell the Briiish High Command that
now is the time for a second front in Europe,
seems to me to be sheer impertinence and
likely to have an extremely dangerous effect
on our war effort. If the suggestion of this
body were adopted—I do not for one
momeni imagine the High Command will
take any notice at all of such a eommuni-
eation—it might result in another Dunkirk
with all the disastrous effects that implies.

Mr. Stubbs: Fools rush in where angels
fear fo tread! - == -

Mr. SEWARD: The circular letter was
sent to a body with which T am connected
in my electorate with a request that support
of the movement should be forthecoming. At
first T advised that body to throw the ecom-
munication into the wastepaper basket but
on second thoughts I regarded it as of suf-
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ficient importance to warrant my plaeing its
contents before the House, particularly in
view of the opinion I have expressed that
it is a document that should not be ecir-
culated at the present junecture.

Dealing now with the conduct of the war,
I shall not discuss that phase as applying
outside the boundaries of our own State. A
session or two ago we passed the Civil De-
fence (Emergency Powers) Act, one of the
objects of which was to establish the Civil
Defence Council, the powers, fuonetions and
duties of which included the following:—

To formulate plans and measures for the
protection and safety of the civil population
of this State during the present state of war,
That was only one of the objeetives, but I
shall not refer to the remainder. I draw
the attention of the House to that particular
power vested in the Civil Defenee Couneil.
‘We remember what happened when Ger-
many over-ran France, The French Army's
movements were considerably impeded be-
cause the roads were blocked with fleeing
refugees. When the Civil Defence (Emer-
gency Powers) Act was under consideration
in this Chamber I bad in mind that the
objeet was to make provision for the pro-
tection of the eivil population if, unfor-
tunately, Western Australia should be in-
vaded. While we all fervently hope and
pray that our country will not be invaded,
only a fool would eclaim that such an
attempt could not be made. Our hounden
duty is to take measures for the protection
of the civil population yet, to the best of my
knowledge and belief, nothing whatever has
been done in that direction outside the met-
ropolitan area exeept, perhaps, at some
large centres such as Kalgoorlie, Albany and
a few main ports along the coast.

Members can easily visualise what could
happen here if an attempted landing were
made af some point along the coast between
Perth and Geraldton or between Perth and
Albany. In the latter event the whole of
the South-West would immediately be put
ont of action from the standpoint of the
movement of troops because the countryside
would be subjeet to enemy fire. The whole
of the Great Southern and the districts
lying further inland would have to be avail-
able for movements by the Military Forees.
It is therefore highly essential that arrange-
ments should he made beforehand for
moving the civil population away from those
areas together with stores, petrol and so on,
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all of which should be taken from the
evacuated ecentres. Nothing has been done
along those lines. Some time ago the Minis-
ter in charge of Civil Defence appointed
country committees to assist the eountry re-
presentative on the Civil Defence Couneil,
and I happen te be a member of that com-
mittee. That was done in Mareh. We have
had two meetings since then, and one was
called on the day Parliament mef. When I
received my notiee, 1 had to reply saying
that on account of the mecting of Parlia-
ment I could not attend a commitiee
meeting which had been fixed for 11 am,
that day. Prior to that an excellen scheme
of organisation, to be applied through the
toad hoards, had heen placed in my hands
and T showed it to quite a number of people;
vet nothing eventuated. I placed it hefore
the defenee committee with which I am
associated, and typed copies were sent ouf
to the members. 8o far nothing has been
done. We have not even discussed the
scheme.  If we were attacked by the enemy
now, Wostern Australia would be in just
as great o muddle of confusion as Franee
was when the Germans over-ran that coun-
try. That is the position. We cannot do
anything more if the Minister will not take
action, and all I ean do is to ventilate
the matter during the covrse of thi: Jdehate.
At any eate T know there is a desire to do
something in at least one section of the com-
munity, bhut it is powerless to do cuything
by itself.

In the coorse of his recent instructive
speech, the member for Guildford-Midland
ngrrated to the House details regarding the
progress of the manufacture of muuitions
in Western Australia. 1 aceept the hon.
member's account as corvectly outlining the
position, and I wish to place before mem-
bers one instance brought under my notice.
I think it was early in the present year that
an inspection was made of motor garages
in the country districts to ascertain whether
any could be availed of for the manufacture
of munitions, Quite a number of garages
were inspected and for one reason or an-
other some were not able to ecarry out the
work desired. In the course of his travels,
the inspector visited Pingelly and inspected
the loeal gavage. He declared it was suit-
able for the manufacture of certain types of
munitions of war and arrangements were
made to enable the man to turn out adjost-
able Bren-gun carrjer pims. After he had
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been performing the work for some time I
visited the garage to sce what he was doing.
I asked him how things were going and if
he was satisfied. e said that he was all
right. I asked him how many pins he was
turning out monthly and he told me he was
manufacturing 60. T asked him if he could
make any more and he replied, “I am work-
ing ecight hours a day, but the trouble is T
have only one lathe. IE T could get another
lathe, T could treble the ontput with the
assistance of another man.” In consequence
of what the man fold me I wrote to the
Minister of Supply and Development at
Canberra as follows:—

We have in Pingelly a well-equipped motor-
garage, of which Mr. L, Watson is the pwner
and which impressed officials of the Munitions
Department sufficiently to cause them to give
the proprictor a eontract for making ‘‘adjust-
able pins for Bren-gun carriers.’’” This work
has been carried on for the past month or so,
the product being some 60 pins per month.

Talking with Mr. Watson recently, he stated
that the Inspecting Officer told him that, if
neeessary, he eould put in several additional
lathes, as there is plenty of room in the garage
to accommodate them. If that is go, why is
it not done Even with the available plant Mr.
Watson assured me that with additional men
he could ecasily treble his ontput. Only two
men are working on the work at present, and
thus the plant is in operation for only eight
hours a day. With more men the whole 24
lours eoutd be worked, and as before stated,
at least three times, and probably more,
‘‘ping’’ turned out in the day.

In due course I received a reply to my letter.
I do not know why the reply was addressed
to the Hon. W. 1. Johnson; however,
eventually it reached me. It was from the
private seeretary to the Minister for Sup-
ply, and read—

On behalf of the Minister I desire to
acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 3lst
Mareh, wherein you advise that there is a
well equipped motor garage in Pingelly which
ig owned by Mr. L. Watson, and has been
making adjustable ping for Bren-gun carriera.

This work comes under the control of Mr.
Beasley’s colleagne, the Minister for Muni-
tions, to whom your letter will be forwarded
for attention and favour of advice direct to
you.

That reply is dated the 21st April. On the
5th June I wrote to the Minister for Muni-
tions as follows:—

On 31st Mareh last I addressed a letter to
your colleagne, the Hon. Minister for Supply,
stating that, with a little assistance, Mr. L
Watson, who is making *‘adjustable pins for
Bren-gun earriers,’’ could easily double his
ontput.

A letter dated 21st April, from the see-
retary to the Minister for Supply was re-
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ceived by me, in which it was stated that my
letter had been passed on to you for attention,,
but no further advice has come to hand.

Talking to Mr. Watson today, he told me-
be is ngain held up through lack of steel sup-
lies, therehy compelling him to employ the
personnel engaged on the manufacture of
the pins on any spare jobs he can find.

I would ask you to inquire into this matter
with a view to having suffieient supplies of
steel made available, and the increase in
plant, as suggested in my letter of 31st
Mareh last, carried out.

Following that communication I ryeeceived
this response, dated the 12th June, from the
Minister for Munitions to my letter of the
31st March:—

Your letter of the 31st March, 1942, to my

colteague, the Minister for Supply and De-
velopment, has been handed to me, with re-
ference to your representations on behalf of
My, L. Watson, who has a garage in Pingelly.
On aceount of the short supply of machine
tools, it is not the policy of my department
to permit additional equipment to be installed
until existing plant is being operated for
at least 16 hours a day. Further it would
be necessary for My, Watson to be working:
on munitions of a higher priority than ad-
justable ping fof Bren-gun ecarriers to get
extra tools, even if he were working his
plant 24 hours a day.
In the Hrst place I did not ask the Minister
for additional tools; T asked for an addi-
tional lathe so that the tools which the garage
proprietor had in his possession eould be
utilised to the fullest extent. T wrote to the
Minister peinting this out. Next I received
a letter from him under date the 15th June,
stating—

T have your letter of the 5th June further
to vour representations on belalf of Mr, L.
Whataon who was in touch with you regarding

the manufacture of adjuestable pins for Bren-
gun carriers.

Inquiries are at present being made eoncern-
ing the po-sibility of having Mr. Watson ’s plant
increased, and the matter of supplies of steel
is also being looked into. As soon as the
necessary  inguiries have been completed, I
shall eommunicate with you again.

The result of communications extending from
Mareh to July was the sending of an officer
to Pingelly to ask Mr. Watson if he could
foll him where he could ohtain another lathe.
Tt that is the way the war is being con-
dueted, az illustrated by this sending of an
officer to Pingelly to ask where another
Iathe can be obtained, the position of affairs
is not satisfactory, Surely it should be re-
corded in the Munitions Department where
all the lathes that are not at war work may
be found. Evidently it is a mere waste of
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time to write to these officials with a view
to speeding up our war effort.

Next I wish to refer to the guestion of
manpower, as to the bandling of which the
member for Perth expressed himself per-
feetly satisfied. I am not at all satisfied
with it. A ease 1 desire particularly to deal
with is that of a young fellow, the son of
a farmer, 1 mentioned this case last session.
It has been going on since last March.
Briefly, the position is that a man and his
wife have a farm ncar a town in my clec-
torate, and their two sons felt they wanted
to do something in the war and accordingly
offered their services. One of the sons is
now a flight-lientenant abroad, and the other
son is in a different branch of the service.
In March last the father was suddenly taken
ill; he had to enter hospital and un-
derzo an operation. When that occurred,
the mother applied to me to =ee if
Y could get the boy out of the Army.
In those days it was neeessary to apply to
the Western Command and, application hav-
ing been made, the hoy was given leave to
go to the farm and do the seeding. At the
end of the period of leave the father had
not recovered, and a doctor’s certificate was
furnished stating this, and applieation was
made for an extension of the boy’s leave. I
took the matter up then with the 3rd Corps,
the headquarters of which now entered the
picture. The mother communicated with
headquarters but conld get no satisfaction,
She asked me if I eonld help her. She saw
the D.A.Q.MG., who told her he would
arrange the leave for her son; that she conld
o home and rest assured that it would be
granted. It was in fact granted, and I
received a letter stating that the lad would
he given the extension necessary and that
inquiries would be made with a view to fest-
ing the bona fides of the case; if the facts
as stated were fonnd to be correct, he would
he transferred to area strength after the
usunl investigations had been made. That
was on the 1st April.

The business dragged on. The leave was
granted, and then in June I approached the
authorities and sent on a letter from Mrs,
Nicholls, the lady in the case, recording the
faet that she had explained the conditions
to the D.A.G.M.G. The situation on the
farm was still the same, and the services of
the son were required. I therefore applied
fo the D.A.QM.G. for further leave, but
received no reply. Accordingly I wrote
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again, and received an answer stating that
a further extension of leave to the 10th
Aungust would be granted if the results of
another investigation into the ease proved
satisfactory. That reply is dated the 13th
July. I notified Mrs, Nicholls that her son
had been granted leave to the 10th August.
Instead of my being notified of the position,
s0 that if necessary the matter could be
taken up with the manpower officer with
A view to obfaining any additional leave
necessary, the matter remained in abeyance,
apparently. Ahout the middle of May I
wrote to the authorities asking what would
be done. Further, I interviewed Mr. Stitfold
on Thursday last in connection with the
subject, and asked that a decision be arrived
at hefore Monday morning. I arrived home
on the Saturday, and Mrs, Nicholls then
informed me that no further information
had been reccived. The doetor’s certificate
was to the coffect that the father could not
do any farm work. Labour being unobtain-
able, it was therefore essential to have the
son at home. Mrs, Nicholls wrote to me
asking what she could do. Eventually I
rang up the Military Headquarters. They
raised the question whether the son was
under Area Lines of Communication eon-
frol or Corps Command. I informed Mrs.
Nicholls of the promise which had heen
given me by the 3rd Corps that her son
would be {ransferred to arvea strength. The
officer had said, “I think the corps com-
mander would deal with the matter.” How-
ever, I could not get Corps Command, when
I subsequently telephoned. It was then 12
o’clock and I simply told Mrs. Nicholls that
1 could not get Militarv Headqnarters. I
said, “All T ean advise you to do is to tell
the boy to stay on the farm and not go
back to eamp on Monday morning.” I sent
the D.A.Q.M.G. a telegram as follows:—

Gordon Nicholls of Marradong re whom T saw
you last May, his leave expires Monday,
unable get any decision re exemption, have
told him remain at home unless otherwige in-
structed by you.
Those are the facts of the case.
they could be duplicated.

My, Cross: The case is not finished vet.

Mr. SEWARD: No. He was due bhack in
camp last Monday morning, hut I told him
not to return. If we cannot get these mat-
ters decided by the anthorities, then some-
one has to do something. This unfortunate
woman, in her letter to me, said she had been
nearly driven out of her mind for the past

I daresay
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eight months, She had eight cows, and
surely those animals should not be left in
agony because the boy was not there to milk
them. Yet we are told that the manpower
position in this State is satisfactory.

Mr. Cross: It is pretty rotten.

Mr, SEWARD: I am not saying anything
againgt Mr. Stitfold as a highly-placed civil
gervant. Ag such, I have the utmost eonfi-
dence in him; he would not be oceupying
his position as Seecretary to the Premier’s
Department if he were not fully qualified,
but I say he knows nothing whatever about
farming. If we are to obtain any satisfac-
tion from this manpowering business, it
should be placed in the hands of a man who
has praetieal knowledge of farming. Mr.
Stitfold has arranged fo interview the
Military Authorities every Wednesday morn-
ing with respect to manpower problems. If
that is so, what is going to happen to a man
who comes in on Thursday morning? Is his
ease to stand over till the following Wed-
nesday? 1 received a reply from Mr. Stit-
fold on Monday morning, reading as fol-
lows:—

With reference to your call at this office, I
have to advise that a recommendation has been
maile to Army for the release of G. Nicholls.
T have no doubt this will be responded to by
Army in due course.

Good Heavens! The boy had a month’s
leave. The authorities had a month in which
to decide the question, but at the end of
that time all we get is a noic to the effect
that the manpower authority has made a ve-
- commendation to the Army, and that the
Army will make inquiries. I may state what
happened with regard to that. As far back
as April the aunthorities had said that if
further inquiries established the bona fides
of the case, the boy would be transferred
to Army strength. When I rang up his
mather about six weeks ago, I asked her,
“Has the Army made any inquiries of vou?”
She replied, “No. The seeretary of the road
board rang up and told me that the Area
Officer at Bunbury had rung him to get par-
ticulars of the farm.” I had ziven the par-
ticulars of the faim.
orities everything they wanted fo know. He
could have got the secretary of the road
hoard to telephone direct to Mr. Stitfold;
but, ne, it had to go to the Army, The
Army writes to Bunbury. Bunbury is 100
miles from the farm and the intervening dis-
triet is diffienit, because there is no eom-
munication hetween Bunbury and Marra-

T had told the anth--
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dong. An area officer is stationed at Narro-
gin and could easily have made the neces-
sary inquiries. Bunbury rang up the road
board, which told the officer what it knew
of the case. How the devil ecan we earry on
farming operations with any hope of sue-
cess in such cireumstances?  There is at
present s shortage of potatoes, and I see:
by this morning’s paper that rice is no
longer available. We are rapidly approach-
ing the time when we shall have nothing
left upon which to feed our people.

Mr. Watts: Except wheat and rabbits,

Mr. SEWARD: I have particulars of
another case. It deals not with genmeral
farming, but with shearing.  Some little-
time ago—at the heginning of July, I think,
before the proposal to zone shearing was.
mooted—a young fellow ¢ame to me in Pin-
gelly and I mentioned the question of shear-
ing to him. He said, “I am all right. My
brother is getting out of the Army to help
me.” I then asked, “Out of the Army?’ He
replied, “Yes.” “Are you sure?” I asked,
“pecause from the latest advices I have re-
ceived I understand the Army is not re-
leasing men for shearing.” He then showed
me a wire and I said, “T advise you to get
confirmation.” He wrote to his brother. The
following week he said to me, “You are
right. Leave is refused. Applications were:
granled, but the Army poliecy has Dbeen
changed hecause the proposed zoning scheme
fell through.” I immediately wrote to the
Deputy Director General of Manpower, on
the 18th July, as follows:—

Some time back a young farmer of 2nd See-
tion 535 A.A. Battery, Fremantle, applied for
leave to undertake a shearing contraet with his
brother, but in keeping with military policy
ther his appliecation was refused. The two
brothers have a contract to shear 17,000 sheep,
and the one started by himseclf last Tuecsday.
It would be quite impossible for him to do the
contract single-handed, or even with a man
who was a slow sheaver, and of course he is
getting behind in his plan every day he is
left on his own. It is desired therefore to ask
that you take up with the military the question
of the immediate release of this man on his
original application, He is in eamp at Karra-
katta, I understand.. . - - . .

On the 3lst July I wrote again to the
Deputy Director General of Manpower
drawing attention to the fact that T had
not reeeived a reply to my letter of the
18th, and asking whether something could
not he done to hasten a decision, hecause at
that date—the 31st July—this man was well
over 1,000 sheep behind; and 17,000 is =2



152

great number of sheep for two boys to shear,
especially in the limited time at their dis-
posal, becaunse the shearing must not be
extended too long into the spring, when
grass seeds will be in evidence., This man
at present has no hope of shearing the
17,000 sheep within the limited period, as
his brother is not yet out of eamp. The
ense has to go on to the Army authorities
for further investigation and God knows
when the brother will get ont. That is the
position with regard to manpowering. It
is all very well to delude ourselves with the
idea thai everything is all right because
some person has been appeinted to do some-
thing. It is necessary to sce that that per-
son has the qualifications required to fill the
position. With all due respect to Mr.
Stitfold as a eivil servant, I maintain that
he is totally unfitted for the position of
Deputy Director General of Manpower in
this State. A practical man, who knows
seasona! demands in this State, is required.
Men have been released in June for seeding,
when seeding should be finished. When we
get to the haycutting season, probahly the
men will be released when the season is fin-
ished. Secasonal operations in Western Aus-
tralia are particularly limited, and that ap-
plies to shearing. 1t is no use having a dis-
<cussion onee a week on these matters.
What is required is to have a person in
daily attendance, There are enough mili-
tary officers wandering around the city to
attend to matters of this kind,

The Minister for Mincs: Too many.

Mr. SEWARD: Yes. I am sick of the
amount of time that is being wasted. Young
fellows of 24 or 25 years, with two pips, are
flying between Perth and Melbourne. As
if we had no telephone line or airmail!
The milifary authorities must send an officer
by plane to do some tiddly-winking job.
That 15 what most Army officers seem to
be occupied with at present. As a matter of
fact, in my letier to Mr. Stitfold on Monday
morning, T told him T regretted that the
Standing Orders did not permit me to move
the adjournment of the House, which 1 vn-
dounhtedly wonld have done yesterdav, but
that as the Address-in-reply was proceeding
T intended to take advantage of it to ven-
tilate this matter fully, I sincerely hope the
Premier will take it up and try to arrive
at some satisfactory arrangement.

I have anether ecase here where leave had
heen refused previously. That is all right
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if the man is not to be released, and I ven-
fure the opinion that in that case the decision
was g correct ome. Every soldier making
application cannot be released. My sole
desire is to get a rapid examination of casges
in order to prove the bona fides of appli-
cants and then to get an early decision on
their merits.

The Minister for Mines: Mr. Stitfold is
not a State employec now. He has been
seconded to the Commeonwealth Government.

Mr. SEWARD: Suarely the Commonwealth
authorities——

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The Minister for Works: He is a State
official made available to the Commonwealth
anthorities,

Mr. SEWARD: Surely the Commonwealth
authorities do not say, “I want Jack Smith
or Bill Jones or Mr. Btitfold.”

The Minister for Mines: They had the
courtesy to ask for Mr. Stitfold.

M. SEWARD: That is exactly what T
thought. Surely the Government of this
State is in a position te know the require-
ments of our industries, The Government
could have pointed out to the Commonwealth
authorities that My. Stitfold was a eompetent
civi] servant, but that someone else better
qualified to deal with farming matters
should be appointed.

The Minister for Mines: If the Common-
wealth authorities say, “We prefer Mr.
Stitfold” what then?

Mr. SEWARD: Did that happen?

The Minister for Mines: If they said
that?
Mr. SEWARD: I ask the Minister,

through vou, Mr. Speakey, whether that is
what happencd when the Commonwealth
anthorities asked for Mr. Stitfold’s services?
Did the Government say, ‘*No. We eon-
sider a more practieal man should he ap-
pointed fo the position and we recommend
that vou appeint someone else” And yet
the Commonwealth insisted on Mr. Stit-
fold! Ts that the position?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SEWARD: In the absence of a
reply, T ean only aszsume that that is not
50,

The Minister for Works: Have you a
c¢andidate for the joh?

Mr. SEWARD: No! If T were asked {o
find one, I could find one in Perth or in
the State who is hetter qualified to fill the
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position, beeause of his experience of the
diffieulties of our farming industry.
Members interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SEWARD: I did not catch the re-
marks. I am not reflecting on Mr. Stit-
fold as a civil servant.

The Minister for Mines: We know that.

Mr, SEWARD: But he is not sufficiently
expericneed in farming matters to hold such
a position.

Members interjected,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Pingelly will sddress the Chair and not
‘take notice of interjeetions.

Mr. SEWARD: I was partienlarly struck
the other day by the action taken in con-
neefion with the ercation of a new job. 1
notice that the Commonwealth has decided
toe cun vegetables in larger tins, and has
therefore found it nccessary to despaich a
man to America to make inquiries. Have
we not in America a man competent to do
that work?

Mr. Hughes:
of tin eans.

Mr. SEWARD: Our anforiunate people
arc being asked to pay morce taxes. Of
course, when the military authorities get
hold of money they spend it like water. It
simply flows away. It has no value to them.
Australia gets no value from it.

I shall now deal with the farming indos-
try generally. As 1 indicated to the BMinis-
ter for Lands when a deputation waited on
him a few days ago, the position of that
industry is becoming very serious and it
behoves someone to take particular notico
of it. T am aware that a few days ago the
question of post-war reconstruction was
raised. T can feel no enthusiasm for post-
war reconstruection; if there is fo be post-
war reconstruction, men should not he en-
couraged to engage in favming activities.
T would have no hesitation whatever in ad-
vising any returned seoldier not to go on
the land until such time as the Govern-
ment gave him a reasonable guarantee that
he wounld make a fair living for himself and
his family and a margin of profit, which
everyone else gets. Before we determine
what the trouble in the farming indusiry
is, we ought to find ont the cause of it.
Possibly my remarks this afternoon may
refer more parficularly to the distriets with
which I am elosely in touch, the Central
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Great Southern. I say without fear of
contradiction that those districts are going
back to an alarming extent and there are
reasons for it,

One of the starting points of the
retrogression of the farming industry was
the fall in prices in 1931-32. The farm-
ers found themselves in the position that
they could not meet their obligations, and
had to get assistanece. Some received assis-
tance from the monevs made available by
the Commonwealth GGovernment. Others
went to the mortgagees, and while the debt
in one ease was removed it was added to the
amount of a mortgage: so it still remained.
It was not reduced mueh in the subsequent
two years, amdl as a resnlt, eertain financial
institutions decided to make a close inspec-
tion of the valvation of their seeurities in
Western Australia, and appointed a man
to do that job. I c¢ame to this State from
Victoria, and when I came here and saw
the fenees and such-like I was surprised be-
canse it was diffevent from what I bhad heen
accustomed to, When ] saw the land I
wag more surprised because, generally speak-
ing, it was lighter than that in the East.
I was no{ heve very long before I knew that
to do any good in this country a man had
to know the capabililies of the seil. That
is equally true of the Great Southern dis-
triet. I do not say that any one person in
Western Australia knows the treatments for
all the land in the State. I have had highly
placed officers of the Agricultnral Bank
visit certain parts of the Great Southern
and comment on the lack of feed, cspecially
in wintertime. Undoubtedly there is a lack
of feed in the wintertime, partienlarly if it
is not cultivated.

The partienlar institution, to
have referred, appoinied a wan,
visited the Great Southern. He had not
previously scen it. He was disappointed
and made a second inspection. As a re-
sult of that second inspeetion he wrote down
the values of some of these improved pro-
perties with wire-netted boundary feneces, to
105, an acre improved value, That com-
pletely revolutionised the financial institu-
tion’s security value with the result that
some banks are now closing in the Great
Southern. In the last few weeks threa
hanks have closed their branches in that
district, and that will have a serious cffect
on it. It has meant that some of the people
have already abandoned their farms. That

whieh 1
and he
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is one angle on the deeline of the farming
industry.

Just prior to the depression in 1931 a
change was made in the State managership
of one of the other banks. The man who
was sent here was not only a stranger to
this State, but also to Australia. He came
from New Zealand. When he had been here
a few years he decided that the bank man-
agers who had previously been in charge
of their institutions @id not know their job,
with the result that he went out and told
his people that their valuations were too low.
He said, “You have to raise your valua-
tions,” and he raised them in his own institu-
tion or caused his managers to do it, while
he also told the other branches they should
follow snit. He instructed them to get new
business. They got new business all right,
and put out a lot of money in this State.
Tn two years’ time they were calling that
money up with the resunli that many farmers
were forced off their holdings. There is
another reason why farms have been aban-
doned.

Another cause is that many returned
soldiers settled on farms at highly capitalised
values after the last war. Many of these
farms are today abandoned. If one goes
through the country now he will find it
practically bare of feed. That is hecause
that land has not been turned over in recent
vears. It has to be turned over periodieally
to grow grass, In addition to that, we have
rabbits. They are now becoming a plague
throuchout the eouniry, and yet only in the
last session the Commonwealth Government
in its wisdom imposed an export duty on
rabbit skins. It ecan impose a duty of up to
2. 6d. a lh. At present it is 1s. 6d. a Ib. The
result is that now the trappers will not go
ont and trap, heeause the price of skins has
been redueed from 81d. to 43d.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That applies only to the
tops. The average is much less than 43d.

Mr. SEWARD: That iz so. When that
duty was placed on rabbit skins thev had
gone up to 1204, in Sydney, and the reason
given for the duty was that the military
people were paying too much for wilitary
hats. This is an important matter to our
State because, unless the rabbit pest is
stopped, further reirogression will take plaee
in the farming industry.

That is the position of the industry today.
TUnfortunately the Minister for Lands is not
present, but T do appeal to the Government
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to take cognisance of what is going on be
cause the economy of this State rests on thi
farming industry. The goldmining industry
is quite a valuable asset, but when it comes
to bedrock it is the farming industry or
which the State stands. If it goes out or i
seriously curtailed, then the economy of the
State will be badly interfered with; in fae
it is now!

I want to refer briefly to the Railway De.
partment. The first thing I was struck with
ahout the Railways was a “Gazette” notice
which came out in June, and to which T will
refer in a moment. We are well aware
that travelling facilities have to he somewhat
curtailed. The military authorities require
the use of our railways to a greater extent
than previously, and are entitled to it. As
a consequence the public must expect some
curtailment of travelling facilities. I was
rather surprised to see, recently, that the
wives of Federal Ministers and Federal
members were to be given a high priority.
The best example that anyone can give to
others in the community is to set an ex-
ample. The Federal Ministers might have
set an example in that respeet, by eurtailing
travelling in that way. However, it is the
State’s activities with which I am eoncerned.
On the 12th June last a notice withdrawing
travelling facilities granted to certain peo-
ple was published. We all know that various
bodies have been given travelling faeilities
by reason of regulations, but some of these
facilities have hcen withdrawn.

For instance, applicants for land, ve-
quiring to attend the Land Board have
been granted facilities to enable them
to attend. Athletic bodies also receive con-
cessions, Conecessions were granted to blind
people and their attendants. The conces-
sions to the attendants have heen withdrawn.
Concesrions were also made available to con-
valesecent children and convalescent patients.
They have been withdrawn.,  Other e¢on-
cessions, however, have not been withdrawn.
For instance, the Goldfields Water Sapply
employee and his wife, his sons under 16
veurs of age and daughters solely dependent
an him, have not had their concessions with-
drawn.  Similarly the tramway emplovee
and his family retain their concessions, as
als=n do members of the Police Foree.
When facilities are being withdrawn the
Gavernment might at least set the example
to the public. It should not say, “We wilk
rontinue these for our employees,” and ther



{12 Avgusr, 1942.]

tell everybody else that they must do with-
out them, especially the convalescents and
blind people.

A few days ago I asked the Minister for
Railways a question with regard to the re-
freshment facilities at Chidlew and Spen-
cer's Brook railway stations. The reply I
received was, “The inconvenience mentioned
is not unusual at the present time owing te
war conditions.  The position is being
closely watched but ecapital expenditure on
additional faecilities cannot be made avail-
able at present.” Conditions are far from
being nsnal. It is not usual that we should
be at war af this time of the year. I cer-
tainly know from practical experience that
it is most unusunl for the railways to have
the number of passengers travelling that are
doing so at the present time. Conditions are
vnusual. In faet it is the unnsualness of
themn that prompted me to ask my question
and reguest that additional faeilities he
granted at these centves. If conditions are
not nnusual what is the necessity to walch
the position? Yet the Minister savs it is
being watched. Then again he says the de-
partment has not the capital expenditure
available to make these alterations. Well,
take Chidlow station! It has a eounter or
table about 18 ft. long, both sides, or 36 ft.
of counter space altogether. That has to
accommodate not less than 150 people under
black-out eonditions. Tt is nothing less than
a disgraceful seramble. Women and child-
ren have no hope of getting to the counter.
About ten yards from the signal box is an
enclosed space with a roof, What it is for
I do not know; probably to house Ffruit-
cases. If a counter were run ground that
building, and two shelves were attached to
the wall of the signal box, it would more
than double the counter space nvailable, and
the total expenditure would not be more
than £10. People wonld then have a reason-
able chance of heing served with a cup of
tea and something to eat. Yet, at a place
where a yearly rental of £1,599 is received
for the refreshment rooms, the Railways
<cannot spend £10.

The Minister for Works:
that £10 a firm offer?

Mr. SEWARD: I am not an authority
on it. The roof and supports are there. All
that is needed is a counter and shelves. I
will go to £15. Out of £1,599 a year, it
shounld not be asking too much to request
an expenditure of £15. That is the position
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at Chidlow. At Spencer’s Brook the condi-
tions ave considerably worse, because the
counter there is not so large, and it iz a
junetion station. People are coming in from
the north and the south at the same time.
1t is a fairly long run down to the dog-box
—it is nothing better than that. Yet when
the people get there, they ave served with
a cup of tea in a paper or cardboard con-
tainer. The tea is boiling hot and it is im-
possible to hold it and walk away from the
counter io allow other people to be served. To
extend that little bit of a dog-box to double
its present capacity and so give people a
reasonable chance to met a cup of tea, the
Minister says would enteil capital expendi-
ture which eannot be spared,  The whole
thing could be done for £50, and the de-
partment receives a rental of £450 a year.
People cannot be expected fo travel on rail-
ways under thesc. conditions.

The other night I was on the Erain and
saw people sitting in a railway earriage at
Chidlow, and I could not recognise the per-
son sitting opposite beeause of the wretched
light in the eompartment. T wish that Mr
Ellis and Mr. Tomlinson could be put into
one of these compariments and sent up to
Wiluna and back two or three times, and
have to fight at Chidlow and Spencer’s
Brook for something to eat. If they had to
suffer these conditions, some consideration
would be given to the travelling public. The
Minister should not aceept this eye-wash
which is being put over him—that is all
it is, to say they cannot afford £50 out of
the £2,000 rental received for these tea-
rooms.

I have another matter that I regret hav-
ing to mention, and that is the question of
natives. When the Bill was before the House
a few sessions ago, I said that I could not
see how it was going to prove suecessful.
I do not know whether my expcrience is
different from that in other centres bu,
judging by my own centre, the legislation
is practically useless, For months past T
have heen able to go into the streets of Pin-
zelly on any day of the week from Monday
morning to Saturday night and find at least
six able-hodied young natives ranging from
12 to 22 years of age, and a fair number
of girls wandering aimlessly about or lean-
ing against posts. I said to the Deputy Pro-
tector, “What arc these fellows doing loafing
about the place? Cannot they get work?”
There is work in quantity all through ihe
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country, and yet these young fellows up to
22 years of age are wandering about the
streets doing nothing. The Deputy Protector
replied, “There must he someone sick in the
hospital” What a reply! A man came to
me the other day and said that he had em-
prloyed natives on chareoal burning but that
they stayed for only two or three days and
then buzzed off. I sent that information to
the Liquid Fuel Board and received a com-
munication from Mr, Bray regarding my
statements about the natives at Pingelly. I
said to him, “If you do not believe me, go
down any day in the week and vou will see
those young fellows wandering about doing
nothing.” If we are going to bring up the
natives n that way, we might as well leave
them alone.

I was particularly struck by an interjee-
tion made by the Minister for Social Ser-
vices in the Commenwealth ’arliament, Mr.
Holloway. The House was discussing in-
valid and old-age pensions and Mr. Marwick,
in the course of his speech, stated that since
the introduction of child endowment, it was
almost impossible to get the mnatives in
Western Aunstralia to work. I do not think
anybody ean dispute the accuraey of that
statement. The Minister interjected, “En-
dowment has been paid in respeet of very
few children of half-castes who are not in-
mates of some institution.” Did one ever
hear such rot! The Deputy Protector in my
district came to me and said, “See this
girl.  She has a cheque for £30. These
natives are huying a few dresses for them-
selves, but the children have nothing warm
on them.” A man came to me the other
night and told me that he had been to the
outskirts of Pingelly where the natives were
camped and had seen a ring of them tossing
pennies. I appeal to the Minister to take
this matter up. This sort of thing is de-
grading to those people, In eonfirmation of
my statements, T have a letter from the see-
retary of the Pingelly Sub-Branch of the
R.8.L. which was sent to the head office. It
states—

At the annual meeting of the above sub-
Lraneh, concern was expressed at the greatly
incereased number of natives of military age
who are seen daily avound the district, and this
suh-branch urges that something should be done
to utilise their serviees in some way at the
present time, espeeially as practieally all men
of military age are being ealled up.

I appeal to the Minister to take the matter
np with a view to seeing that the services
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of these men are made available. I do not
want to see them placed in an institution;
there has been too much of that. There is
work to be done on the farms at the present
time.

I was surprised to learn this morning that
a national security regulation had been
issued stipulating that all cream suppliers
in the State must send their c¢ream to the
nearest factory. Members will recall that
during last scssion I moved for the appoint-
ment of a select committee to inguire into
the dairying industry with a view to aseer-
taining what influences were at work under
which many c¢ream suppliers were sending
their eream to a factory 200 miles distant
and past several factories en route. People
do not do that sovt of thing simply for the
sake of doing it. There must be a reason.
I pressed for an inquiry inte the industry
with a view to rectifying that state of
affairs. The Minister for Agriculture, how-
ever, assured us that everything was right
in the industry and advised the House not
to agree to the motion. If evervthing is
right in the industry, I want to know what
advice the Government of this State ten-
dered to the Commonwealth Government be-
fore it promulzated the regulation.

Since I was given that information
this morning, on what I thought was
good authority, I have made innuiries
and have learnt that no sueh regu-
lation has been issued, although I have
been told that tentative inguiries have
heen made with a view to having some-
thing of the kind done. Tt is about time
we ealled a halt to this continued swrrender
of power hy the State Gavernment. We
have a Government in office in this State
and we expect it to eXercise some of its
powers. If the Cammonwealth Government
is going to tell our farmers that they must
send their eveam to the nearvest factory, irres-
pective of the fact that they might receive
1d. or 114d. more for it at another factory,
the farmers are entitled to e informed why
the Btate Government has given that advice,
Tf the State Government believes that this
step should he taken, why does it not take
action? Tf it thinks that it should not he
done, T hope the strongest possible represen-
tations will be made ta the Commonwealth
Covernment to ensure that it is not done
without due inquiry info the matter. Thue
inquiry has not heen made. The Minister
for Acrieulture assured us that everything
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was right in the indusiry and there was no
neeessity for an inquiry.

The Minister for Works: Whete is that
oceurring ?

Mr. SEWARD: Cream is being sent from
the south of the State to Fremantle past a
dozen factories, I do not say that farmers
should not do this. They get a better price
for it at Fremantle.

My, J. H. Smith: Because there is no
second-grade eream amongst it.

My, SEWARD: There should he an in-
quiry to ascertain why this is being done.
Either the people in the south of the State
are not paying the proper price or someone
else is paying more than the proper price.
I hope the Government will see that such a
regulation is not issued before due inquiry
has been made and the whole of the facts
have been properly investigated. It would
=imply mean that some farmers wounld be
muleted to the extent of 14, per 1h. or so
for their butter-fat.

I cannot conclude my remarks without re-
ferring to what I consider was an unfor-
tunate speech delivered by the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe last week. I was more
than surprised at it beeause, when the hon.
member spenks, I always pay the greatest
attention to his utierances. He does not
speak on matters with which he is not con-
versant. His remarks regarding the differen-
tiation between the ranks in the Army I
endorse heartily. There should be no such
differentiation. There was not any differen-
tiation during the 1914.1918 war.

The Minister for Mines: What?
were places for officers only.

Mr. SEWARD: I am referring to punish-
ment, The Minister knew it as Bulford.
When a member of the Forces in 1914-18
was unfortunate enough to contract venereal
disease, he was sent fo a speeial camp and
his pay was stopped. T agree with the re-
marks of the hon. member that there shounld
be no distinctions in this respeet. But the
hon. member took those responsible for the
formation of the vice squad to task because
they are endeavouring to clear the State of
this disease. There was a most distressing
case, a girl of 17, married, and too drunk
to get home. We eannot allow that sort of
thing to continue. Are we to tolerate any-
thing that has a tendeney to reduce the
human race to animals or to give unbridled
rein to the passions? Returned soldiers
do not talk abont all the things they saw
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while they were away at the other war. I
saw things in other countries that I pray
will never come to this country, but we do
not advertise those things, These unfor-
tunate happenings seem inevitably to follow
an army. This can be vead right through his-
tory. The consequence is that when armies
are eoming here, those things seem to follow
in their train. But the hon. member sug-
gested that the vice squad should not go te
the other extrewe. I vegret his remarks and
dissociate myself from them. I do not envy
the magistrates their duty. They have a most
unenviahle tnsk to perform in dealing with
these unfortunate people, and I agree that
the penalty should not be inflicted on the
unfortunate woman alone. The man should
be made to pay, too. However, I hope and
trust that the magistrates and viee squad
will do their utmost to preserve the morality
and health of the people in this country,
and prevent the contamination that will un-
doubtedly oceur unless wise steps are taken
to mect the conditions prevailing in the
last few months.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough): We are
living in rather difficult times as far as
State Parliaments arve concerned; in faet,
our anthority has been so greatly diminished
that it seems to me there is very little we
can do except in one eonneetion, and that
is the wnr effort. So I take it that the main
purpose of this Parliament should he to
ensure that we in Western Australia play
a maximum part towards the winning of
the war. This has heen preached in some
of the specches made by members on the
Government side. There is also the ques-
tion of maintaining the morale of every see-
tion of the community. When the Minister
for Boecial Serviees was introducing legisla-
tion in the Commonwealth Parliament for
the extension of social servieces he said that
one of the main objeets was to improve
the morale of the people so as to keep it
high during the war. This is one of the
reasons why 1 and other memhers feel so
eoncerned abont the position of the farm-
ing industry, The memher for Pingelly
briefly referved to it this afternoon and T
propose to mention it as I have done on pre-
vious occasions. Undoubtedly this is a mat.
ter of very great eoncern. There was a
time when the member for Boulder twitted
us to the cffect that there were more wheat-
growers on his side of the House than there
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were on the opposite side. I do not think
that state or affairs obtains today.

The Minister for Mines: They have more
sense.

Mr. PATRICK : That may be so; I think
most of them have got out of the industry.

The Minister for Mines: They were forced
ont.

Me, PATRICK: They realised that it was
not too promising aud got out. Still, those
members should still be in a position to give
sympathetie consideration to the industry.
I believe one or two members on the Gov-
ernment side are still engaged in the indus-
try. One of the facts that the Governmenb
and the financial institutions have refused
to recognise is the over-capitalisation of the
properties. I have pointed this out on
numerous occasions. The debt strncture on
the farming industry was built up during a
period of great prosperity. Tt was huili up
during a period of ten years from 1921 to
1930, when farmers averaged over Ds. a
bushel for their wheat at the siding. In the
next two vears it averaged 2s. 10%4d., and
has been at a low price since.  On the other
hand, costs have enormously inereased. To.
day the favrmer is endeavonring to earry on
with a debt striteture built up on verv high
prices at a time when prices are at a low
level and eosts have inereased. Today he
cannot carry on his indusiry and maintain
a rcasonable standard of living., So seriouns
has the position become that Farmers are
still walking off their holdings. Last ses.
sion { gave two instaneos of what I termed
“farmers dropping their bundles.” Even
those who were good farmers and were in
a fair position were leaving the land. 1
reeeived a letier from a farmer in my dis.
triet rather faking exception to my expres.
gion, He is a solid farmer, and his people
have been farmers for generations in the
0l1d Country. e is not likely to walk off
his property, although members may think
so when they hear his letter to me. It is
as follows:—

I read with interest your remarks on the
farmer ‘‘dropping his bundle.’”

Now have you got the idea correctly? Is it
a case of dropping the bundle, or a case of
courageously dropping futile effort, to live
for yourself and family a few remaining years
in eomplete knowledge that if you do work you
will receive a reward, he it ever so small.

Gosh, if only we farmers had the ecourage to
blow up years ago, this State would be a poor

old place now; but when the land is in one’s
blood we like damn fools stick it. He may be
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the most ingenious, the most resourceful, the
most industrious and enterprising man that
ever wore patched dungarees; but all his wis-
dom, all his foresight, all his energy and toil
may be rendered fruitless by a dry season, or
a too hot, or too cold season, in whick nature
takes a delight to chasten we sons of men.

I say will we ever be granted a fair go.

I think your best plan in the House is to
adopt a slogan: '‘Go off the land old men,
now your sons have sense enough to leave
ron,”?

No Bill I still think your phrase, ‘‘ dropping
the bundle,’’ is wrong.

What about trying mine, ‘‘Dropping futile

effort for a crumhb from the town table.’?
I vead that letter to show what is in the
mind of a man who is a solid farmer and
who, I know, does not intend to walk off
his property. The letter indicates what is in
the minds of a number of farmers, and also
shows the position in which they find them-
selves today. If we wish fo raise the morale
of every section of the community, one of
our endeavours should be to raise the morale
of this seection. This is a time when we
might expect them to receive a little more
sympathetic treatment, Possibly because
there is now a new broom in the Lands De-
partment, notices have within the last few
months heen issued threatening that, if
people do not pay their land rents, their
properties will he forfeited.

Mr. Berry: It is more than a threat.

Mr, PATRICK: The Taxation Depart-
ment has also taken the step of bringing up
a number of old land tax claims. There has
heen no land tax on farming land in West-
ern Australia sinee 1930, but some enter-
prising offieials have heen sending out eld
land tax notices and threats, when some of
those claims are 12 years old. The trouble
today is that essentinl labour for farming
work is no longer available. Old men are
trying to earry on their properties and meet
all these extra obligations. Different mem-
bers have spoken about the bungling that
has taken place in connection with man-
power. What strikes me is that, now the
mischief has been done, all sorts of orders
are being issued that no more men ave to be
ealled away from farms. I have here a
statement made by the Minister for the
Army the other day, when he said—

Military training of men engaged full time
in produetion of the following primary pro-
ducts has been deferred pending thorough ex-
amination of the manpower position in all
rural industries—meat, wheat, vegetables, in-

cluding potatoes, wool, dairy produce, pigmeat,
sugar, fruit, rice, tobaceo, cotton, honey and



[12 Aveust, 1942.]

eggs, Military training of men who are work-
ing prineipals, bona fide managing their busi-
nesses, engaged in the above primary industries
and who have been so engaged for at least
two years also have been deferred. Military
training of personnel registered in a seasonal
yural labour register has been similarly de-
ferred while they are engaged fully in the real
work of the same primary produets.

An order of that kind is too late now. Men
have already walked off their farms. It is
absurd to talk about manpower for farms
if the properties have been abandoned, The
difticulty is to get men back to the farms
once they have left. Different methods
should have been adopted.

The Minister for Mines: The diffienlty is
to get men ont, even when released.

Mr. PATRICK: A report in the Press
a month ago showed that the United States
has allotted men to each jndustry. Some-
thing like 10,000,000 men have heen told
they must remain in the farming industry,
and so many million other men bave been
allotted to the manufacture of munitions.
Tn this State, a lot of men have been called
up, and efforts are now being made to get
them out of the Aymy. The annoving thing
15 that many of those who have been called
up find there is no work for them in the
Army. They are now doing work which is
practically of no consequence, whereas they
have left work that is undoubtedly essen-
tial.  The Minister for Aines interjected
Jjust now that it is diffienit to get men ont
of the Army,

The Minister for Mines: Some of them
do not want to go out.

Mr. PATRICK : Tf they do want to leave,
it is diffiecult to get them out. The Leader
of the Opposition said the other day that
the position had improved pgreatly, and that
these cases were being more sympathetically
dealt with by Army officials. So far as I
can see, a lot of red-tape remains. The day
after Parliament was ealled togcther, the
Minister for the Army, Mr. Forde, issued
instructions in connection with the matter as
follows -~

In this conneetion the Director-General had
instructed that when rural employees applied
for personnel to help in production of the pri-
mary products mentioned national serviee
officers would first try to supply the necessary
labour from the scasonal register of rural
workers maintained in each area.

I do not know where the seasomal register
of rural workers is kept.

When the officer was satisfied that an appli-
eation was valid but was vaable thus to supply
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labour he would recommend release of a serv-
ing soldier only after verification of the actual
need of the labour. If the Deputy Manpower
Director General in the State concerned could
not supply labour from seasonal registers in
the other areas he would send the necessary
recommendation to the Army,

There is a lot of rigmarole about what hap-
pens after the Army receives a roc¢ommen-
dation to the effect that personnel will be
released subject to the fellowing econdi-
tions :—

On reeeiving such recommendation the Army
would release serving personnel subject to
these conditions—personnel must have com-
pleted 3 months’ army training with their
unit; they must apply for leave without pay;
officers, N.C.0s, and specialista would not be
granted leave; travelling costs would not be a
charge against the Army; leave granted ecould
he cancclled at any time and personnel must
be able to rejoin units within 24 hours of re-
ceipt of reeall notice; granting of such leave
could be suspended when the military situation
so demanded,

It scems to me that the peosition has not
greatly improved. To give an illustration
of the difficulties eonfronting farmers, I
have in mind a man whp was a returned
soldier from the last war. He was certified
hy doctors as heing unable to do hard work.
His two sons, aged 18 and 19, were both
eatled up. He went with them {o see them
examined. The hoard assured him that if
he wanted to get one of his sons out of the
Army, no diffienlty would be experienced.
He was told that the lads eonld be worked
on the roster system, one being out while
the othor remained in. The father was quite
willing that this arrangement should be
made, because he wished to have his sons
trained. When seeding time arrived, he
wanted one of his sons released.  He has
1,200 sheep, and had a license to grow 500
acres of wheat. He also had a mile or two
of foncing to re-erect because it had been
washed away, and he had no labour with
which to do the work. Long after seeding
time, he was still negotiating with the Army,
and I helieve the negotiations have extended
over a period of three months. How he got
on eventwally I do- not know, but he did not
get the bovs out during seeding time., The
farmer said he did not mind whether he put
in the 500 acres of wheat or not, but that
he could not do the work himself. As i was,
however, he had to meet ecrtain finaneial
obligations, interest, ete., and unlegs he put
in the 500 acres of wheat, he gould not
finance himself. I do not suppose the finan-



160

¢ial institution coneerned in his affairs would
relax any demand that it might make
upon him if he failed to puf in his erop.
Members will see the impossible position in
which farmers are finding themselves,

The Leader of the Opposition referred to
the greater sympathy being shown by offi-
cials, One cannot induece the officials to realise
the urgency of these matters and the urgent
necessity for men being released at once
if they are to he of any use. In the United
Kingdom and in the United States, food
production plays a part of first importance
in the war, and that is something which
local officials should realise. Another mat-
ter which provides food for thought is the
manner in which the Federal authovities are
nsing the war as a means of destroying the
Federal system of government, and the
manner in which they are avoiding demo-
cratie methods such as are provided in the
Constitution, in order to usurp these extra
powers. As members, we protested against
uniform taxation. We have been told that
a time limit has been fixed for this scheme.
I recently read some remarks made in a
speech by the Minister for Social Services
in Adelaide while this legislation was going
through. The Minister said—

The Commonwealth Government would be
able to grant even greater social benefits in
the future now that uniform taxation has been
adopted.

He doces not seem to think the new proposal
will terminate a year after the war, but
looks upon it as heing absolutely permanent.
When the Leader of the Opposition was
speaking en that point, the member for
Boulder said that coercive measures were
used in conunection with the Financial
Agreement, and that the States could do
nothing but nceept the proposals of the
Commonwealth, If that is so, such methods
can h: emploved for other purposes. They
ean bhe vsed to evade the adeption of the
correet procedure when it comes to a ques-
tion of altering the Commonwealth Con-
stitution. If it was difficult to gzet some-
thing altered, the Federal authorities eould
say to the State Governments, “If vou do
not surrender these powers, as State Par-
liaments ean do, we will dock your money.”
The member for Perth said that in his
opinion unification really started from the
date of the Finanecial Agreement. I do not
agree, It is absolute nonsense. As a mat-
ter of fact the seeds of unmifieation were im-

[ASSEMBLY. ]

planted in the Federal Constitution itself
and there is no doubt that was why Mr.
Deakin made that speech in 1902, only two
years after the Constitntion was established,
in which he said that the State’s finances
were at the merey of the Commonwealth.

The seeds of unification were implanted in
the Federal Constitution ilsclf largely owing
to the action adopted at a meeting of State
Premiers. There were three conventions
which established the original Constitution
and, except in the case of Western Austra-
lia, the members attending those econventions
were elected by popular vote. In the draft
convention which first went to o referendum
in Australia the States were lo receive 75
per cent. of the customs duties for all time.
TUnder our experience of referendums it is
very unlikely that that provision would ever
have heen removed, but unfortunately New
South Wales laid down a stated majority
under whichk that could be carried, and did
not seeure it. When things were at a dead-
lock Sir George Reid called a meeting of
State Premiers who amended the Constitu-
tion as drawn up by the convention. They
amended it in two partienlars. One was
that New South Wales was to have the
Federai capital, but the most important was
that the States were to have 75 per cent. of
the customs duties for 10 years. To my
mind that was what finally determined the
financial subjection of the States to tha
Commonwealth, At the end of the ten-vear
period we were entirely in the hands of
the Commonwealth. The clause as it stood
read “For a period of ten years or until this
Parliament otherwise provides.” T think it
was the Deakin Government that offered the
States 25s. per head of population in place
of the 75 per cent. of the customs duties.

Hon, N. Keenan: It was Sir John For-
rest.

Mr. PATRICK : It was the Deakin Gow
ernment.  The party with whieh the mem-
ber for Perth is associated strongly op-
posed the 23s, per head for the States, I
have quoted the hon. member before and will
do so again from memory. He said at the
time the inclusion of this provision in the
Constitution was opposed that if the 25s.
per head found a place in the Constitution,
the time might come when the Federal Par-
liament would not have sufficient funds to
De able to carry out what it wanted to carry
out. As we know, that proposal went to a
referendum and was turned down, As I



[12 Avgust, 1942.]

have stated, the party with which the hon.
member is associated took the platform and
strongly opposed the provision being in-
serted in the Constitution.

The Minister for Mines: They were very
young in those days!

Mr. PATRICK: Sir George Pearce was
then & shining light of the Labour Party.
He came to Western Australia and said, “If
you reject this proposal we will bring down
a Bill providing for that 25s. per capita for
23 years.” However the Fisher Government
came into office and introduced the Bill mak-
ing provision for this payment not for 25
years but for 10 years. At the end of that
period the position was the same as if the
words “until Parliament otherwise provides”
had been included. That was when the aeid
test was put on the States with regard fo
their finances. It is no use saying that the
Financial Agreement started the move to-
wards urification.

Hon. W. D. Johason: Undonbtedly the
1928 agreement was the foundation of
Federal encroachment.

Mr, PATRICK: Nothing of the kind!
The power to encroach always existed. It
was a clause in the Constitution which was
carried on after the period of 10 years dur-
ing which a payment of 23s. per head was
made. The Commonwealth Government has
the power not to provide anything at all. Tt
could say, “Take this or you will get no-
thing.”

Mr. Needham: Why was that agreement
placed in the Constitution?

Mr. PATRICK : Because at the same time
as this bargain was made with the States the
Federal authorities also wanted to try to
draw up a scheme regarding State debts and
in conjanetion with the Loan Couneil at-
tempt to control borrowing in Australia.
But apart from that agreement, as the hon.
member knows, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment had absolute control of the purse long
before that.

Mr. Needham: Did not the States put their
necks in the halter at that time?

Mr. PATRICK: As the member for
Boulder said, what alternative did they
have? It was that or nothing. He inter-
jected that we were coerced into agreeing.
The States have no alternative today any
more than they had then. The position is
that the Federal authorities may use that
power of coercion to endeavour to seeure
further amendments of the Constitution.
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There is no doubt that today Federal mem-
bers are using war necessities to advunce
unification, and are ignoring the faet that
there has always been a definite trend of
opinion in Australin against granting addi-
tional powers to the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment, Consider the questions that have been
submitted to a referendum. On 15 occasions
out of 18 the Fedezral proposals have been
rejected.

The Minister for Works: They do not re-
fer matters to the people now but to the
Federal High Court.

Mr. PATRICK: They do not need to,
hecause they have the power to coerce the
States into giving them whatever they want.
Take the questions of trade and commerce
without limitation and nationalisation of
monopolies, which have heen submitted to
the people on three occasions! The extra-
ordinary thing is that Western Aunstrelia,
which is kmown as a secessionist State, was
the only State on the first occasion that
voted in favour of the propoesals. On the
second oceasion those in favour were Queens-
land, Sonth Australia and Western Ans-
tralia, and on the third oceasion, Vietoria,
Queensland and Western Australia. This
State was always in favour of giving away
powers, when the matter was put to the
vote, though the majority of people in Aus-
tralia and the majority of the States were
agninst the idea.  As recently as 1937 a
referendum was held on the matter of con-
trol of aviation and marketing control. Even
a question like Federal control of aviation
was defeated by four States to two and by
a majority of 300,000 votes. On that oeca-
sion, Western Australia voted against the
idea.  Although it seemed reasonable to
bhand over to the Federal authorities the con-
trol of aviation, the Federal authorities had
to eome to the State Parliaments and get
them to surrender that power.

The Minister for Works: Which was the
right thing to do!

Mr. PATRICK: Yes. Take the question
of marketing control! They wanted powers
of trade and commerce without limitation.
That is pretty wide in scope and covers
anything under the sun. The Commonwealth
Government later sought power only in re-
gard to marketing. That was why I was
rather surprised that members opposite
should oppose the proposal, because their
party had always wanted absolute control
of trade and commerce without limitation.
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Despite that, the Labour Party, except in
Queensland, opposed the Federal control of
marketing, It was defeated by a million
votes, and by every State in the Common-
wealth, In Queensland, in spite of the fact
that hoth parties went on the platform—
hoth Mr. Forgan Smith's party and the
Opposition party—and advoeated Federal
control, it was defeated hy over 100,000
votes, We cannot always tell what the
people will do. They do not always follow
their leaders. Every day additional powers
are heing given to the Commonwealth, which
is using the excuse of war necessities to
seek such powers. The Federal leaders are
not exactly following the wishes of the Aus-
tralian people in rvegard to markefing. If
the wuresent wheat stabilisation and other
schemes are to be continued as they should
be it will be agnin necessary for the Com-
monwealth Government to go te the State
Governments and ask them to surrender their
powers, because what is being done today
is heing done only under war conditions and
ean be continued for only twelve months
after the war.

The people are wise in objeeting to Fed-
agral control, beeause it is wmot possible
to govern a large place like Australia
from Canberra. I was interested in a
statement in “The West Australian”™ a
few davs ago by an English economist,
Vir William Beveridge, in which he said—

National planning docs not mean the admin-
istration of everxthing from Whitehall. One
essential of a good plan is develution, regional
and industrial.

Yet Great Britain is a small compact
eounftry, How much more necessary is
such a system in a large place like the
Commonwealth of Australia! Under exist-
ing parly conditions it is possible for
one Stale to rule the Commonwealth. At
present New South Wales—the State
where unifieation seems very popular—
Tias the strongest hold, Tn regard to wni-
form texation, the member for Perth said
that one party could not eriticise the
other, hecause hoth parties supported it,

Mr. Needham: All parties! I did not
way that; 1 quoted,

Mr. PATRICK: I take it that the hon.
memher approved. However, that state-
ment is not exaetly correct, because in one
instanee the party sapported it 100 per
cent. as a party measure, and in the other
case it was a non-party question and the
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members could vote as they liked. The
result was that the proposal was carried by
a fairly large majority. If both parties
had been free to vote as they liked, it may
not have been carried at all.

Mr. Needham: That does not get away
from the faet that all parties agreed.

Mr. PATRICIC: All parties did not
agree. In one instanece the whole of the
party agreed with it and in another the
minority of the party voted for it, and
perhaps that minority in the party that
sapported it may not have heen greater
than the minority in the Labour Party
that opyposed it, but had to vote for it.

Mr. Needham: H, K. Watson said that
all parlies agreed.

Mr. PATRICIC: All the Labour members
for Queensland in the House of Represen-
tatives who were not in the Government
opposed the Bill when speaking on it, but
voted for it. That affords an indication
that if the matter had heen dealt with on
non-party lines, the result might have been
diffevent,

Mr. Needham: The vote is the determin-
ing factor.

Mr. PATRICK : Yes, and in one instance
it was on a strietly party basis whereas in
the other it was on a non-party basis.

The Minister for Works: Fadden gave
them wrong ideas.

Mr. PATRICK: T think the Fadden
scheme wes mueh hetter than the one fin-
ally agreed npon.

The Minister for Works: It was just as
ohjoctionable {o the States.

Mr. PATRICK : XNot to Vietoria.

The Minister for Works: South Australia
was the only State that favonred the Fad-
den seheme.

Mr. PATRICK: That is so, hut the Fad-
den schemve embodied some features that
were not quite so objectionable to the
liehtly-taxed States as the scheme T refer
te. This iz a New South Wales nieasure.
As a matter of faet, the present Common-
wealth Government is ruled from New
Scuth Wales under our present party sys-
tem, beecauss on a hlock vote at the last
Federal election New South Wales was the
only State that provided the present Gov-
ernment with a majority. TIn all other
States the Opposition recorded the greatest
number of vates. That applied particularly
to the Senate election. Labhour members
from New South Wales, with the assistance
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of one or two from other States, can dom-
inate the Labour eaucus.

Mr. Needham: But that does not apply
in the Federal Parliament.

Mr. PATRICK: They need only dominate
the Party that governs the ecountry by exer-
gising their block vote with the addition
of one or two members,

The Minister for Works: You know New
South Wales has a large proportion of the
population of Australin—about 3,000,000
people,

Mr. PATRICK: That is a big factor.
Getting away from that subjeet, I was
pleased to see the member for Guildford-
Midland eome out into the open and make
his informative speech on our war activi-
ties. To my mind there is no reason for
the hush-hosh poliey of which we have had
so much indication during the eourse of
the war,

Mr. Marshall: There is much more said
ahout the war in the House of Commons
than elsewhere.

Mr. PATRICK: Yes. In Great Britain
and the United States of Ameriea oriticism
of the war effort is indulged in to an extent
that if embarked upon here;

Mr. Marshall: We would be shot.

Mr. PATRICK: The same applies to the
Press in those countries. In the United
States and Great Britain as well, eriticisms
of the work of the Navy, Army, and Air
Force are freely published in the Press.
Even such an ultra-conservative paper as the
Edinburgh “Scotsman’ said that there was
“too much hot air from the Government and
not enongh action.” T regard it as vather
a foolish poliey for a Federal Minister to
visit this State and, as the member for
Guildford-Midland said, try to blaff the
people, for that sort of thing tends to throw
doult upon all Ministerial statements. We
know that Minister’s statements were not
correct regavding the operations of the muni-
tion works in Western Australia, and in
those circumstances how can we know
whether his assertions regarding activities
in other States are not equally innceurate?
It would he better in the national interesis
for the Commonweaith Government, if it
cannot do certain work, to be honest and say
50.

As a matter of faet, I regard what has
been done in this State as a “token gesture.”
I take that term from what was done hy
nations after the 1914-18 war when, as they
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could not liquidate their total indebtedness,
as an indication that they desired to do so,
they paid small amounts that were known as
“token payments.” As the Commonwealth
Government did not intend to do very much
here in connection with the manufacture of
munitions, it spent some money in crecting
buildings and turning out a few lines as a
token gesture to delude the people. The
time is overdue for Western Australians to
speak up for their rights. What will be
our positien if the war should terminate
soon? Our goldmining industry is partially
wrecked. Our wheat production is severely
restricted. As a compensating factor we
have no permanent secondary industries es-
tablished in our midst. Members can realise
how seriously we shall be sitnated after the
war is over, and what added responsibilites
the Government will have to face with our
primary produetion so restricted and no
permanent secondary industries to aid in
the solution of our difficulties. Let members
consider the position of goldmining! T agree
with what the member for Perth said when
he asserted that he did not comsider there
was any hecessity for the Commonwealth
Government to take action against the in-
dustry. Yet another member—I want to
know why he did so—thanked the Common-
wealth Government for assisting the indus-

try, an industry that has been paitially

wreeked.

Mr. Doney: Who was that?

Mr. PATRICK: That was the member
for Bunbury during the course of the pre-
sent debate.  'Why should these cranks bhe -
allowed to exploit their theories at our ex-
pense? The Minister responsible now says
that if gold were of any value after the
war he would leave the industry in_a posi-
tion to earry on. If it is of no value why
should he even do that? I noticed from a
report in the Press reeently that the Min-
ister intended going a long way further
than he actually did. Mr. Hogan, the Min-
ister for Mines in Vietoria, said that the
original intention was to close #own the
goldmining industry completely.

The Minister for Mines: That was the
original intention.

Mr. PATRICK: The expert advisers of
the Commonwealth Government met a month
or two ago and decided that, with the lahour
available, it would be possible to Shear
only two-thirds of the sheep in Australia
and therefore it would not be necessary to
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shear the other third! Reverting to the
position of the goldmining industry I was
pleased to hear the remarks of the member
for Brownhill-Ivanhoe that the continued
use of gold was indeed valuable in connee-

tion with our war effort. In “The West-
Australian”  recently the following ap-
peared :—

The continned use of gold as valuable to the
war ¢ffort, more especially to pay for essential
imports not governed by lease-lend or financial
arrangements with Canada, was emphasised by
Sir Kingsley Wood, the British Chaneellor of
the Exchequer in the House of Commons re-
cently, He said gold was a “‘ very advantageous
export.’’

Evidently in Britain the Government has
very different ideas on this question from
those held by the governing authoritics in
Australia. The extract from “The West
Anstralian” ecntinued—

Commenting in a leading article on the
‘Chancellar’s statement the ** Finaneial Times’’
said;—*‘There is nothing to suggest that gold
will net be a produet of primary world im-
portance when peace is restored, for the multi-
lateral trade relations envisaged in the Atlan-
tic Charter must eall for a universally aceept-
able eurreney link. Geld has always supplied
that link in the past and there is every pro-
hability that it will be wanted in larger quan-
tities in the future . . .

About the same time the South African
Minister for Mines (Mr, Stallard) told an in-
terviewer ithat gold was the basis of South
Afriean war effort. It was, he added, South
Afrien'’s economic 1ife blood and therefore in
the first rank of key industries.
A finaneial paper published in Australia
made this comment:—

Appatently Sonth Afrieca considers gold-
mining an essential industry in war time, in
ity dependence on goldmining the economic
position of the Union as a whole being rather
like that of Westralin as a State. New mines
are heing opened up, plants are being en-
larged and efforts are being made to step up
production ail round.

That is the position in South Africa. Here

we have only narrowly escaped the closing

of the industry altogether. The porition in
relation to the goldmining industry presents
quite a different problem from that of trans.
ferring workers from one industry to an-
other as has been done in the eapital eities
throughout the Eastern States. It is all
rieht to transfer workers from n non-essen-
1ial industry to another of greater impor-
tance in connection with the war effort, sce-
ing that those men will still he working in
the same eity and are not being transported
to anather State. In Western Australia, in
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partially elosing down the mining industry
the Conmnmonwealth GGovernment i3 com-
pletely wiping ont whoele distriets and town-
ships. The only recompense we are to re-
ceivo i3 an advanee of £100,000 a year to
keep some mines going.

I think members will agree that it would
ragpire £1,000,000 or £2,000,000 to recom-
pen-¢ this State for the loss of the im-
porlant goldmining districts and the losses
ineurred by workers formerly employed in
the industry. What about the houses and
furniture that the workers had to leave he-
hind?! In this instance Western Australia
ha< had a very raw deal. It counld be gaid with
safety that had the goldmining industry
bulked <o large in the economy of New
South Wales as it docs in our economy there
would have heen no reduction in the indus-
try whatever. We are told that the Com-
monwealth Grovernment has taken men from
the mines hecause their services are requived.
Yet we had one instance only the other day
of men having heen taken from industry
and the authorities did not know what to
do with them! Those men have becn placed
on work that is quite unessential. Reeently
the Minister for Mines in Vietoria indulged
in a gibe against the same Commenwealth
Minister, when he discussed the relationship
of whisky to goldmining and wanted fo
know if the Minister had done anything to
remove men from a non-essential industry
such as whisky-making and place them in
coldmines. That 1s a fair question because
according to a report that appeared in “The
West Australian” last week the TUnited
States of Ameriea had deeided to diseon-
tinue the distillation of spirits until the end
of the war. Evidently the American Gov-
erntnent does not consider whisky important
in relation to its war cffort.

Take the position regarding the resiriction
upon wheatgrowing which applies only to
Western Australian  produetion. As I
pointed out last session that action was taken
in absolute deliance of thr Commonwealth
Constitation which provides against dis.
erimination as between the States, If the
neeessity arose for the restrietion of wheat
production why not apply a 10 per eent.
restriction all round and not levy it in West-
ern Australia alone?! If this aection is
purely a war measure why not restriet loeal
consumption in the other wheatgrowing
States, where large industrial expansion has
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taken place, and allow Western Australia
to continue her activities§ Why could not
Western Australia alone bave been allowed
to build up export stocks and thus be com-
pensated? Then again in econncetion with
the provision of power-aleohol plants, West-
tern Australia has been handed out another
token gestu~e. The member for Collie re-
marked that two men were employed on
power-alechol distillation. We have been
told that the plant in New South Wales will
be in full production very soon. There

is another important point regarding
the wheat position. It 15 to be
snbject to an international agreement

which means that the State quota for wheat
will be fixed by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. How is Western Australia likely to
fare in that event? To judge by our ex-
perience, it will fare pretty badly. Of
course we are told that there was reason
for restricting wheat in this State, which
could not store it successfully, The idea
originated mostly from the report of two
experts. One was a very decent chap named
Wilson, a member of the Federal Pailia-
ment, and another was the well-meaning
Senator Clothier, who, I feel certain, hetore
he went into the country did not know the
difference between a weevil and a grass-
hopper. However, those two pentlemen de-
clared that the wheat industry of Western
Australia was in a very bad way and that
Western Australian wheatgrowing should
be restricted. In this connection it is in-
teresting to sce how things actually worked
out. I now guote from the report of the
‘Wheat Pool Advisory Committec—

T¢ is very pleasing to report that despite
all the adverse criticism levelled against the
Wesiern Australian system, the losses from in-
sect infestation will be very slight indeed. On
the No. 2 Pool the loss will work out at less
than a farthing per bushel on all accounts,
whilst, so far as one can judge at the moment,
the loss on No. 4 Pool wheat will be about
one-eighth of a penny.

So there was very litile substance in the
crificism levelled at our bulk handling sys-
tem, The report continnes—

Considering the faet that some of these
stocks were kept nearly three years, these frae-
tional losses must be considered cxtraordinarily
favourable,

It is also worthy of note that practieally
all the emergeney depots built, or being built,
jn Canada and the United Statcs of America
follow the same constrrctional lines as those
in Western Australia, and that despite the
fact they adjoin upright terminzals of the ortho-
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dox type. So far as Western Australin is con-
cerned, Co-operative Bulk Handling, Ltd., had
to meet the most determined opposition by the
representatives of the grain trade on the Aus-
tralian Wheat Board, but have at last won
through: the board gave instructions at the
last meeting for the immediate erection in Vie-
toria of three large bina similar to ours.

So there is nothing very much wrong with
our wheat bins, and neither has there been
any extraordinary loss from weevil. Fur-
ther, it is interesting to take the realisation
results of the pool, bhecause we were told
that the wheat industry of Western Aus-
tralia was such a bhurden on the Common-
wealth. Now a word or two about realisa-
tions:

No. 2 Pool—~Collections from sale, ete.,

£39,007,688; advances and expenses,
£37,700,424; credit, £1,307,159, No. 4 Pool—
Collections from sales, ete., £13,928,225; ad-
vances and expenses, £13,605,185; credit,
£322,040, No. 5 Pool.—Expenses and advances,
£22,285,620; ecollections, £3,806,606; debif bal-
ance, £18,380,023.
The wheat business has not bheen so great a
burden on the Commonwealth Government
as has been represented. As regards primary
products, the Commonwealth Government
has been in an excellent position compared
with the Governments of ofher countries.
In connection with our higgest primary pro-
duct, wool, the Commonwealth Government
has been entirely relicved of all finaneial re-
sponsibility; and the total is one amounting
to over £60,000,000 per year. The Com-
monwealth Government has not had to
finance one¢ penny of that huge amount. The
British Government might have decided not
to buy more wool than it actually needed,
in which ecase the Commonwealth Govern-
ment wonld have had to handle the wool
that was not sold to Britain. Canada is
donating wheat to such countries as Greece,
and has also given millions to Britain in the
form of produce.

Having gone a long way towards wreck-
ing our economical stability, to what are we
going to turn? The member for North-East
Fremantle yesterday showed pretty con-

_ clusively that on one item alone the Com-

monwenlth had uwnnecessarity spent fally
£30,000. And we cannot get £30,000 granted
to us to test our iron and steel possibilities,
as was reconumended by the committee which
included the present Prime Minister. A
gearching inquiry should be held into the
cost of administration. In that way a huge
sum could be saved annually. Take the in-
stanee mentioned by the member for Rast



166

Perth, a few weeks ago, The fact is that
we are governed by countless hoards. The
unnecessary expense must be sitmply eolossal.

Now I want to mention something con-
nected with price fixing, having heard of it
only yesterday. I notice that the Leader
of the Opposition in the Federal Parlia-
ment has been making statements as to the
method of price-fixing and assessing com-
panies on their profits. I think the Leader
of the Federal Opposition was quite right
in what he said, and I propose to give some
instanees in point that ocenrred in this State,
and some of them within the last day or
two. I ohtained this information from
women, There is a certain class of woollen
dress material very well known in the trade,
which was sold at 2 fixed price of 5s. 10%4d.
per yard. Firms were not supposed to sell
the material below that price, and yet one
firm has been selling it at 1s. 11d, per yard,
with the result that some women have been
using the whole of their dress coupons to
purchase that material. It will probably go
into a black market. Linens and silks rang-
ing to 8s. 11d. per yard were sold by the
same firm at 1s. and 1s. 6d. per yard during
the past week. One man bought at a certain
shop an eight-guinea dinner sunit for £1. A
few weeks ago, when new-laid eggs were 2s.
6d. a dozen, a firm was selling them at
1s. 3d. per dozen. By the same firm other
produce was being refailed at correspond-
ingly low prices. The firm's object was
simply to keep its profits down, so as to com-
ply with Professor Copland’s directions.
The firm does not wish to show a huge pro-
fit at the end of the year. Again, I can
za to a shop in Hay-street and find one
article sold at a certain price, and 1 ean
find a similar line priced higher at a shop
a little way off, and still a little further away
find it priced lower. I do think price-fixing
is worthless for contrelling profits. During
certain perieds firms cannot evade making
high profits unless they throw away same
lines at low priees. There should he a seareh-
ing inquiry into that aspect.

As regards Federal administration, not
enongh use is being made of the serviees
of State Governments. Only a week or two
ago a one-time minor official of the Main
Roads Board arrived here and set up a new
department, he having been appointed a
deputy director to control public works
Surely onr Works Department, which has
carried ont good work all over the State,

{ASSEMBLY.]

could have saved the necessity for that new
departinent. Indeed, we are told that much
of the work of the new department will be
carried out partly by our Works Department
and the Main Roads Board. Why could
not those two bodies have carried out the
whole work direct? However, there is a
new deputy director with a new staff estab-
lished in offices in William-street.

The National Security Regulations involve
the staff coneerned in another State Depart-
ment in work that is entirely unnecessary.
In faet, one of the officials told me that
four forms were used for everything, and
that in the absence of unnecessary forms
the work could be carried out without any
difficulty whatever.

Undoubtedly Western Australia is the
most patriotie of all States, and vet is get-
ting the rawest of deals, We led in the last
war, and we lead in this war, in voluntary
enlistments. Wa get very little of the war
expenditure of the Commonweaith. Yet we
are foremost in raising money by war bonds
and war savings certifieates. We are doing
best on the per eapita basis. From April to
the end of July this year, New South Wales
produced only 11s. 8d. per head as against
our 15s, 8d., and South Australia only 12s.
9¢. This morning’s paper brings those
fizures up fo date, showing New South Waleg
12s. 2d. per head against our 16s. 7d., and
South Australia as 13s. 5d. So there is no
doubt that Western Australia is making a
magnifieent eontribution towards the war
effort. We have a Western Australian Prime
Minister and a Western Australian Pre-
sident of the Senate, and a Western Ans-
tralian Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, but those facts hardly compen-
sate us for the damaze done to our economic
strueture by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. It is time that the Parlinment of this
State was more artieulate in pressing West-
ern Australia’s just elaims. Western Aus-
tralia should demand the use of all its re-
sonrees in aiding the way effort.

MR. WATTS (Katanning}: I join with
other members in expressing regret at the
continued ahsence of the Premier by reason
of ill-health, and also the hope that the hon.
gentleman will soon be with ws again fully
restored to his usnal health, and able to give
attention to those things which should re.
ceive the attention of the Premier of a
State such as ours. I listened with interest
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the other day fo the member for Perth, who
seems to have come te the conclusion that
so far as State rights are concerned tho
only thing remaining for us to do is to
attend the last sad rites. I was not quite
sure whether he was merely quoting an
anecdote by way of amusing the House or
was actually expressing such an opinion;
but I think I do kim no injustice in taking
his remarks into consideration if I think
he was definitely telling us what he believed.
I do not believe any such thing and will go
so far as to say that I think any member
of this House or of another place or any
person holding a responsible position in
Western Australin who will for one moment
contemplate a state of affairs in which there
is unification—as explained by the hon.
member—is liable to be branded as disloyal
to this State, because I submit there is over-
whelming evidence that Western Australia’s
position, poor though it may be under
Federation, would he infinitely worse if we
had unifieation. - Federation aoltows lthe
States to retain certain sovereign rights; the
ones they lose are those which are assigned
or handed over to the Commonwealth.

Under unification the eentral Government
simply takes control, and all that is left to
the State or provineial Governments is that
which is assipned to them. Western Aus-
tralia is in such a position that it cannot
afford, I contend, to give up or resign from
any of the sovereign rights which it has
at present. The State ought, to the best
of its ability, and to the best of the ability
of its citizens, to fight against any further
action which is liable to lead in that direc-
tion. Any citizen who snggests, even for
onc moment, that it is possible Western
Auystralia might be reduced to a cipher in
a unified Commonwealth, is not doing his
duty by the State. Our attitude should be,
on the contrary, to express te all our people
the belief that we must strnggle against any
further encroachment and do our utmost to
prevent any other rights from being taken
away from the State. I do not like to econ-
template the position we should be in if
this matter were allowed to get out of hand.
There was in 1929 a Royal Commission ap-
pointed by the Commonwealth Government
to investizate the Constitution. There were
seven members, one of whom was Sir (as
he is now) Hal Colchatch. After covering
all the ground in regard to the Constitn-
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ton, the Commission in its report, at page
241, said this—

We think that the existence of these ¢on.
ditions furnishes a strong reagson for the
conclusion that the Federal system of govern-
ment is the system best suited to the needs
of the Australian people at the present time,
A contral authority is neccssary for the dis-
charge of those funections on which Australia
should speak and act as a whole; but, in our
opinion, the existence of self-governing unmits
within the area of the Commonwealth is also
neeessary. The advantage of an independent
right of self-government may not bhe so ob-
vious to the residents of those States which
are in close touch with the central authority,
but it is of fundamental importance to States
which are situated at a distance from the seat
of government, and which by reason of the
sparseness of their populations have a rela-
tively small representation in the Common-
wealth Parliament. Where there are adequate
powers of self-government, there is scope for
public spirit, local patriotism and loeal know-
ledge, which would be lost if all legislative and
administrative functions in Australia were ab-
sorbed in the central Government, Again, the
existence of self-governing States does, we be-
lieve, provide the best means of supervising
development and the best safeguard against a
disastrous experiment. The importance of con-
fining economic and industrial experiments to
limited areas was emphasised by several wit-
nesses.

Those observations sum up the belief of
the great majority—by far the great major-
ity—of the people in Western Australia. I
submit that anyone who veads any great
portion of the Commission’s report will
come to the conelusion that it made a most
exhaustive inquiry, and that the sentiments
expressed in the repert are soundly bhased
and worthy of being followed by the people
of this State now and in the future. [
trust we shall not hear from members of
this Chamber or of another place any fur-
ther observations which may seem to indi-
cate that they are prepared to throw up
the sponge and permit, without any
stroggle by our people, the course of action
which has been criticised so freely here.

The suggestion has been made that a uni-
fied Government would effeet a great sav-
ing in expenditure. I venture to say that
it would not. It might save some of the
expenditure attached to the State Parlia-
ment, but it would almost certainly not
save it all, for just as we must have loeal
government in country distriets, so we
must have provincial Governments and ex-
pense would be attached to these. No sys-
tem of unified government would last long
which econfined the representation in the
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lower House to five members. There would
necessarily have to be an increase in the
number of Federal members on a popula-
tion basis, if not on an area basis, and
that increase of representation would nat-
urally lead to an increase in cost., So that
any reduction in State costs would be
promptly offset by an inerease in Federal
costs. There is no question about that.

In addition, so far as I can see, there is no
prospect of a reduction in the Civil Serviee,
beeanse the State would still have to carry
on the social services that are now being
earried on hy the State Civil Service. 1
refer to edueation, police and other ser-
vices. I am not prepared to say that these
are not now being ecarrted out with reason-
able economy., I do not consider any Com-
monwealth Government could deerease the
cost of those essential services, so no sav-
ing would be effected there. It seems to
me that, by and large, when one puts down
on the one hand the detriment it would be
to this State, the difficulties there would be
in getting a hearing at all from the eentral
Government at Canherra, our development
—slow though it has besn—would be still
further retarded; and when one puts down
on the other hand the small saving that
might be effected there would be a large
balanee in favour of the retention of our
present system. I do not pose as one who
wishes to hand over Western Australia to
those who live in Eastern Australis, and
who in any cirenmstances are not prepared
to recognise our disabilities or assist us to
overcome them.

I now wish to deal with a subjeet men-
tioned by the member for Pingelly, namely,
cream deliveries in country distriets. The
hon. member made reference to some pro-
posal for a National Security Regulation
to compel the transport of butter-fat to the
nearvest factory, I understood from him
that the regulation has not yet been pro-
mulgated, hut that it has received some
consideration. T should like te know why
consideration is heing given by the Federal
anthorities to & matter which appears to
me to he substantially domestie. I eannot
eseape from the belief that if any Common-
wealth action ig econtemplated, it is inspired
hyv the State Government. T say that be-
eause the Minister for Agriculture has long
expressed himself as being strongly in fav-
our of a regulation of this kind, or of some

- State Jaw to that effect. When the member
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for Pingelly moved a few months ago for
a select committee to inquire into the dairy-
ing industry, the Minister for Agriculture,
in opposing it, said—

If members would refer to the Bill as intro-

dueed and look at Clause 11 (b)—the clause
which was thrown out—they will find an answer
to most of their questions and problems.
He based the remainder of his speech on
that statement. He said that had he had his
way and induced Parliament to adopt this
particular Bill, the dairying industry would
have been on a far better footing. I have
looked at the Bill and find that Clause 11
{(b) reads—

Whenever the Minister has defined and de-
clared a transport route as aforesaid in rela-
tion to a specified dairy produce factory, milk
or cream supplied to such factory shall be
transported to such factory omly along the
transport route declared in relation to such
tactory.

That is the very point with which we are
now dealing. I would have no objection to
the Government's proposal being put into
operation were I convineed that the primary
producer would get the same return from
the factory to which he would then be com-
pelled to despatch his butter-fat as he is
able to get now, when he has the choice of
factories to which he may despateh it. I
would be enthusiastic in supporting this
zoning system if that point were finally and
satisfactorily settled, but it is now about
nine months since 1 took this question up
with the Minister for Agrienlture with the
idea of finding out where the nigger in the
woodpile was. Continually one is told—and
it is conclusively proved in many instances
i country districts—that the nearest factory
is paying a priee per Ib. for butter-fat which
is sometimes 1d. and sometimes more than
14. less than is paid by the faetory some
200 or 300 miles away. It is only natural,
espeeially when it is borne in mind that the
more distant factory also possibly pavs the
enst of railway freight, that the farmer
should be determined to get the best
price he ean. It makes a difference
of some shillings a week to him aund
therefore many pounds a vyear, and he
is not in a position to subseribe to a
zoning system that would deprive him of &
substantial part of bhis income at a time
when he is probably short of money. I
thought, first of all, that the metropolitan
factory might not be grading the butter-fats
properly. I took up that point with the
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Minister for Agrieulture, but he was con-
vinced that his officers performed the check-
grading and that everything was in order.
If that was not the cause of the trouble,
what was? I made such inquiries as were
open to me and three monihs ago informed
the Minister of the result. I asked him then
to get a report from his departmental offi-
eers.

We found that taking the nearest fac-
tory in the distriet which I represent, and
the factory in the metropolitan area to
which most of the cream from that district
is sent, that between November and April
there was a minimum difference of one-
eighth of a penny in respect of one month
only. For the other month the minimum dif-
ference was three-eighths of a penny
to one and one-eighth of a penny
in favour of the metropolitan fae-
tory, plus the cost of transport by rail
As a result, while in February 418 eans of
cream were despatched from one station in
my electorate, 337 went to a metropolitan
factory and 81 to the loeal factory. At that
time approximately 75 per cent. was taking
the longer jonrney and getting the better
price. For anyone to suggest, while that
state of affairs continues, that the primary
producers coneerned should be obliged to
send their produect to the nearest factory is
simply to require them, by legislation or
regulation, to give away a substantial por-
tion of their income with no commensurate
return. It is useless to ask me to subseribe
to a scheme of that nature, When they can
get the same price for a similar produet at
cach factory in the State I shall he glad
to help any reasonable proposal to do away
with unnecessary transport, Until that time
anyone who wants to have this regulation
promulgated, or the Aect altered, will find
me in opposition. I trust the State Govern-
ment will not lend itself to any appreach to
Canberra in regard to this matter. I find
it hard to measure up the protests made hy
members of the Government about the uni-
form taxation and other Federal encroach-
ments, with their complacence—~and I think
that is using a mild term—in making usc of
regulations to deal with matters well within
the ambit of this Parliament.

I was under the impression that a shori-
age of paper existed in Australin. Boy
Scouts and other cnthosiastic people ave
collecting all the serap-paper and ecardhoard
because of the shortage. One would imagine
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that the Army, as a very responsible portion
of Australia’s population at the present time,
would be among the first to cnsure that there
should be no wastage in this dirvection. T,
like about 150,000 other people, possess a
motor vehiele. In March or April last I
received a card from military headquarters
in this State. They required me to enter
on this c¢ard the particulars of my motor-
vehicle, I filled it in and returned it to
headqguarters. Three months later T went to
the Katanning Road Board office to ve-
licensc the vehicle for a further period and
was told that hefore I could do so I would
have to fill in another card which was then
handed to me. I found it was identical with
the one T had sent in three months ago. I
completed it and despatched it to the road
board which, in turn, sent it to military head-
quarters. A week ago I was handed a sheet
ot paper about half the size of a quarto
sheet. It was nicely printed and T wae< told
that T must fill in the particulars of my
motor vehiele. Tt was exaetly what I had
filled in previously. That makes three times
that I have given partieulars of my motor-
vehicle to the military aunthorities in Western
Australia. I would not be at zll surprised
if when I go home next week there is
another, But the point is, many thousands
of cards and pieces of paper have heen com-
pletely wasted. Perhaps the authorities
wanted to know what alterations had taken
place in the vehicles in the distriets. It
would have bheen easy enough to ascertain
the information from the local aunthorities
and to have had these cards and papers
issned to those people who had had changes
made in their registration. But no! T asked
the Secretary: “Has everyhody got them,
ineluding the last onc?” What is the use of
asking the common people to assist in saving
paper, and helping in things of that nature,
when officials in responsible positions are
wasting thousands of sheets?

The Minister for Mines: Who was respon-
sible, the Liquid Fuel Board?

Mr, WATTS: No, One of the notices was
addressed from the Western Line of Com-
munications. The one in April was from
somebody else, but it was also from Franeis-
street, or wherever their headquarters were
at that time, Others have been responsible
for the waste of a great deal of paper he-
yond what I have referred to. If one goes
to a loeal post office a third of the counter
is taken up with forms—rationing forms;
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taxation forms and forms of this and that
and the other kind. XNumbers of them in-
clude questions which constitute a problem
for the innoeent person endeavouring to fill
them in. Muony of them are never looked at
by the officers dealing with these matters.

I now come to the Economic Organisation
Regulations. If one wishes to sefl a two-
penny-halfpeany bloek of land in a farm-
ing arca he has to fill in a form containing
four or five sheets, and give the farm’s pro-
duction, its acreage and the streets it
fronts, and other information. The greater
part of it is absolute rubbish. Yet these
forms have to be completed as otherwise a
transfer of the land will not be put through.
One firm came to the conclusion that it
would be quite all right if it merely num-
bered the answers according to the numbers
on the form and suggested to the department
that it conld eheck them with its own copy,
and it would save many sheets of paper.
This was done, but the doecuments were all
returned to this firm with the request that
it first type out the questions and then
separate the answers, with the result that
another seven or eight sheets were wasted.
This sort of thing is going on not in one
or two cases but in thousands of cases.
More waste of paper oeccurs in high places
than can be compensated for by all the work
done by volunleer people in colleeting paper
and despatehing it to the proper quarters.
Those whe wish to save paper should start
at the top of the tree and make those people
realise that we do not produce mwuch paper
in Australia. They should be amongst the
first to set an example in the community,
instead of heing the reverse.

I have a few words to say to the Minis-
ter in charge of the Department of Native
Affarrs. I did think when he took office,
and for the first few months of his adninis-
fration, that he would bring to hear on the
department a considerable experience and a
rather bright intellect. I have unfortunately
had oceosion in recent months to revise that
opinion somewhat because I have become im-
pressed with the idea that he ix getting
rather self-satisfied about his administration,
and is of the opinion that nothing can be
done to improve the sitnation. I will go
from the gencral to the particular. At Mt
Barker there ave natives. There is also a
reserve, but with no water or improvements
of any kind, It is set aside for the use of
natives. At the request of the Plantagenet
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Road Board, which controls the Mt. Barker
local government, T have on two oceasions
in recent vears asked the Minister to tm-
prove this reserve by making some water
supply available and—what I did not re-
gard a8 so important as the water supply—
providing some fencing  there.  These
natives I am given to understand, are in the
majority of cases anxious to work. There
is work to be found for them in the sor-
rounding districts, which are more closely
settled than are the majority of areas.
Broadly speaking, there are no large pro-
perties in that part of the State. There-
fore there are move people eloser together
and in many instances natives ean get em-
ployment on those properties. They have,
however, a large number of hangers-on in
the way of wives and families. The Minis-
ter apparently thinks that the Mt. Barker
distriet is the same as the wide open spaces
of the North-West where the stations are,
because, in the course of our eorrespondence
on the subject, he suggested to me that
the proper persons to find accommodation
for the natives and their families were the
employers,

The Minister for the North-West: Do not
they find aceommodatton for white men?

My, WATTS: I question it. Many of
the white persons who work on orchards at
Mt. Barker live in the town. There is no
provision for them on the properties; nor
is it to be expeeted, therefore, that there
would be provision for natives and their
families, who are more numerous and not
nearly so traetable as white families are,
However, that was the point of view ex-
pressed by the Minister and he finally de-
¢lined to spend any money in that area on
work. He said—

Under the Native Administration Regula-
tions, it ia the employer’s responsibility to
gupply camp accommodation to natives, just
a3 it would be the employer's Ttesponsibility
to supply accommodation for white employees;
therefore, in my opinion, it would be wrong
for me to expend public funds in this way.

All natives con be catered for from Carrolup,
and employers engaging labour from Carrolup
could therefore arrange camp accommodation
on their property. Any tendeney to improve
camp accommodation as your board suggests
would be an enticement for other natives to
congregate in your district, and thereby per-
petuate the difficulties, of which I have recent
evidence in polive reports, and in any event
you, I am sure, realise that no funds are
available at the moment for this purpose, but
if desired I will be pleased to send the Superin-
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tendent to remove any indigent or loitering
natives to Carrolup immediately.

[ do not think ha has had any request to
remove loitering or indigent natives, but [
sent his note to the hoard at Mt. Barker
and the following is the reply:—

I am directed to state that Carrolup, or any
other iustitution, is so repngnant to the native
mind as to prevent their going there volun-
tarily. They value their freedom too much.
It i suggested, therefore, that they be treated
as free people, at liberty to live where they
like to live, and helped to improve themselves
and their ways of life.

My beard does not agree with the view of
the department in its deecision to expend no
money within one hundred miles of Carrolup.
If the natives can find work for themselves,
they are aequiring the habit of earning a liv-
ing among white people, and should be helped
in every way to that end. It is a dreadful
thing to allow these poor souls to live among
us as they do. We have their hunting grounds.
We have broken their old way of life, and the
very least we can do is to help them to take
their place in our society. They are here, in-
ereasing rapidly, and nothing of any moment
has been done for them. My board still urges
that the work on their reserve should be done.
These people use water, but there is none for
them or their horses. They need a camp that
is away from roadsides. The provision of
water and feneing has been asked for for
many years. It is so very litfle to do for
them, and reconsideration is urged, and your
kindly assistanee is asked in seeing the Minis-
ter, with the hope that something may be done.

I forwarded that communication to the
Minister, and finally requested him to be
rood enough to visit the distriet in order
to ascertain the conditions for himself and
discuss the matter with the Plantagenet
Road Board. I did not believe it possible
that the interview wonld cause him to alter
his opinion, but I did believe it would in-
duce the members of the Plantagenet Road
Board to realise that perhaps there was
something wrong in their argument. At
.that time I had econsiderable faith in the
hon. gentleman’s perspicacity and thought
he might induee the members of the board
to believe that they were wrong and he was
right. The reply I received from the Min-
ister was that he would not put the State

" to the expense of going to Mr. Barker to

look into the matter. I do not know
whether that was the way to treat a local
avthority writing in the terms this authority
did. T believe the Minister had every right,
as soon as it was convenient—I did not
ask him to do it at any other time—to visit
that portien of the State. The local author-
ity is a responsible one, entitled to his con-
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sideration. To tell me the reason he could
not go to Mt. Barker, which is on the main
railway line and conld be reached in one
day, was because of the expense is, to my
way of thinking, so much eye-wash, and I
make no excuse for using that expression.
Even Mr. Bray, Commissioner for Native
Affairs, recognised in his reporf which has
been tabled the point of view expressed by
the Plantagenet Road Board. He says—
The nomadie habits of the natives ereate
difficulties in aseertaining their numbers, and
this was partieularly so when the Carrolup
native settlement, near Katanning, wag estab-
lished. Removals were effected mostly from the
Great Southern distriets. To evade removal,
which applicd only to indolents, the natives
seattercd into other districts, and since the de-
crease in coloured people is shown in the Great
Southern districts, but is not balanced off by
the number of admissions to the Carrolup
Native Settlement, it is assumed that the
coloured people involved as allegedy non-
existent are really still existing.
He admits that the natives did not want to
go there and, aceording to the Plantagenct
Road Board, if they do not go there, they
have no place to stay when they leave the
work they get on these small properties.
If they are prepared to stay in the distriet
and cannot get work there, the only alter-
native he ean suggest is {0 issue a warrant
for their arrest. This is a most unsympa-
thetiec way of dealing with these poor erea-
tures, for that is all I can call them. Caxz-
rolup is a fine settlement; much money has
heen spent on improvements and on the
provision of a venereal disease compound,
but if these natives would prefer to get
work in another distriet, even i1f it meant
an expenditure of £30 or so by the Gov-
ernment, I honestly believe it would be well
justified. 1 tell the Minister these things
because it is time he knew them. If he
feels like visiting Mt. Barker, I can assure
him that he would he just as welcome now
as he would have been in the first instance.

I regret that the Minister for Lands
is not present. Last year a depufa-
tion waited on him regarding the zon-
ing of the Great Southern distriets for
the purposes of thé Bush TFires Act
and a close season against burning.
At that time the hon. gentleman undertook
to consider whether the zone system which
was then in operation should not be altered.
It so worked that zone No. 2 comprised por-
tions of the Great Southern distriet, especi-
ally at the southern end in which, both cast
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and west of the Great Southern railway,
climatie eonditions varied very greatly, In
the Mt. Barker and Plantagenet districts, for
example, one can go ten miles east of the
line and find a rainfall of 16 inches, and 20
miles west of the line and find 2 rainfall of
45 inches. Yet, under the zoning system, the
same burning regulations operated last year
in both those areas, which was obviously un-
satisfactory and called for protests from the
local authorities eoncerned. My only object
in mentioning the matter today is that there
may be some action taken by the Minis-
ter dealing with agrieuitural matters in the
absence of the Minister for Lands, so that
decisions will not be arrived at in the near
future without the speeial conditions of the
varions areas heing taken into consideration.
There ecertainly mnst be some ehange if
burning operations in certain circumstances
are not to become impossible.

I desire to make some reference to re-
marks of the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe on the so-called viee squad. I am
afraid I look at the matter somewhat dif-
ferently from the hon. memher. To me it
seetns a serious reflection on the City of
Perth and on the State of Western Australia
that such an organisation should be re-
quired. I doubt very much whether it would
be required if the State Government had
only seen what obvionsly was eoming months
ago, as many of us saw it. T recall repre-
sentations being made to the Premier some
four or five months back regarding the pre-
valence of liquor in dance halls and similar
places, The deputation called upon him as
he then had the necessary authority, with-
out reference to Parliament, to take action
so that the consumption of liquor in sueh
places would he prevented and the police
given power to ensure that liquor was not
forthcoming within those places nor within
the precincts of those places,

Mr. Cross: This was supervised in Perth
for years.

Mr. WATTS: Without much authority.

Mr. Cross: There was plenty of auth-
otity.

Mr, WATTS: In my opinion, the hon.
member does not know what he is talking
about. The police Lave very little anthority
in this respect, and are thoroughly well
aware of the fact, and have complained of
the fact and asked for more authority. That
was at least three or four months ago. Our
Licensing Aet is not at all clear on the sub-
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jeet of those places, and special provisions
have been instituted in other parts of the
Commonwealth for the very same reason.
Without liquor it is highly doubtful whether
there would be the question of viee—I use
the word as applied in the Press—heing pre-
valent at the present fime. The great major-
ity of the cases that have to bhe dealt with
are those of persons who have got into the
condition they have got into by first gelting
drunk. Gin is not an especially satisfactory
commeneement for an evening’s entertain-
ment. It 18 likely to lead to a great many
things that otherwise would not oceur.

Surely it is clear to all of us that that is
the position. The very beginning of reme-
dial measures is to prevent these young
people from getting liquor. However, no
action was taken to prevent ii, so far as I
have seen; at all events, not sufficient action
was taken to prevent the seandal. Every-
where one went there was talk about iden-
tity eards being highly useful to assist the
police to establish age and identity. 1 do
not know that they were of much advaniage,
because the liquoring-up still went on. The
beginning of the trouble, in many cases, was
the starting-oft with too much liguor. When
the mental balance 1s somewhat lost through
liquor, anything may happen, and so a vice
squad is needed. Perth, which has had a
good name in the past, has not been im-
proved latterly. If the necessary remedy is
applied without fear or favour to anyhody
who gets into a sitnation which attracts to
him or her the attention of the police, there

must be good rvesults. The other day
the member for East Perth asked by
interjection whether we would favonr

an amendment to the Criminal Code
to make the man liable. I do not quite
know what the hon. member meant by that
interjection. If Parliament decides to make
such conduet an offenee, there must be no
fear or favour hetween rich and poor, be-
tween male and female, or any other dis-
tinetion. I commend to the (Government
early consideration of these matters. They
have nothing to do with the general appli-
cation of the liquor law. Most of us do not
want to deal with that subject. For years
we have had a2 rensonably good Licensing
Act, one with no great defects in its admin-
istration.  But we live in extraordinary
times, and extraordinary diseases Tequire
extraordinary remedies. Qur Government
should he willing to take the responsibility,
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and not run off to Canberra for authority.
Y deprcecate such evading of a responsibility
which the State Parliament ought t¢ under-
take, one which it has had for years and
should eontinue to have. I do hope the
Government will discontinue making appli-
cation to the Commonwealth Government
for assislance by regulation in matters
which strictly do not eoncern it and which
it has plainly said it would prefer the
Siates to look after. ‘That has been said
in regard to various matters, including the
liguor question. Why should the Common-
wealth Government be asked to accept a
responsibility which is not its responsi-
bility ?

The Minister for Mines: This Govern-
ment has never asked the Commonwealih
Government to take any aetion in tho
matter.

Mr. WATTS: If there is a Job to be done
in this connection, it is the duty of the
State Government to do it or else—

The Minister for Mines: I repeat this
Government has not asked the Common-
wealth Government to take any action in
regard to liquor.

My, WATTS: On the face of it, the only
action taken has heen taken by the Premier
under National Security Regulations, and
that was at a time when the State Parlia-
ment was just meeting or had just met.
The Premier eould have come to the State
Parliament and pui the matter before it
Instead of that, when a motion was tabled
on this side of the House—I am led by the
interjections to refer to the subject—to dis-
enss this very matter, the session was
clamped down and not a word said about
the question, Thus we were prevented
from discussing the subject by motion or
by any other means. I will not aceept any
exeuse. I will not deny it may possibly
he that the State Government did not ask
the Commonwealth Government to do any-
thing. The fact vemains that the State
authorities could have done it themselves
and then there would have been no need
for the Commonwealth Government to
intervene. I have only to refer to the
Prime Minister’s own statement on that
question. He did not want to intervene.
He said so, but the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment finally did, for what reason I do
not know.

Member: He asked the State Government
to fix the hours.
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Mr. WATTS: I understood he did.
Therefore, it would appear that the Com-
monwealth Government intervened becaunse
the State Govermment did nothing. That
is almost as bad, in my opinion, as the
Commonwealth Government being asked hy
the State Government to intervene. The
Commonwealth Government was in a posi-
tion to see that nothing was being done.

The Minister for Labour: I think we
introduced the six o’clock closing,

Mr. MeDonald: We were asked a second
time to alter the hours.

Mr. WATTS: I am not dealing with the
question of the six o’cloek eclosing, T
hrought up a point in regard to certain
recommendations made to the Premier by
members on this side of the House dealing
particularly with danee-halls and similar
places of amusement, and in respeet of
which no action was taken by the Govern-
ment. That is what I based my protest
upon.

The last matter to which I wish to make
reference is the recent action of the Gov-
ernment with respect to the basic wage,
At this hour of the day, I shall not enter
into any argument as to the rights or
wrongs of inereasing the wage payable to
workers. T am prepared to concede that
there may be strong arguments why they
should get the increase. I shall not, there-
fore, argue the merits or demerits of the
inercase itself, as I do not think I would
be justified in doing so. But I do enter
my protest ngainst what I term this run-
ning off to Canberra. Here we have an-
other lovely example of the same thing.
\When the State Governmenat found that
the Arhitration Court, over which it has
complete control through this Parliament,
had done something which, in its wisdom,
it thought was right and of which the
State Government did not approve, the
State Government—instead of taking the
opportunity to allow Parliament to deal
with the matter—decided to take advantage
of the National Security Regulations to
have an order made. This is the Govern-
ment which tells us that it objects to uniform
taxation beceuse it would deprive the State
of its sovereign rights! This is the Govern-
ment which would have us helieve that it is
anti-unificationist! This is the Government
which runs off to Canberra every time il
wants something done! Is it afraid to come
to the State Parliamenty Does it helieve
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that it eannct earry through the State Par-
liament a reasonable proposal? If that is
so, it cshould no longer exist. 1t ought to
have confidence in the institution which
gives it its life. That is the present position.
This Parliament gives the Government its
life, Tt is not here at the wish of the
eleetors; it is here at the wish of Parliament,
and yet it ignores Parliament on every pos-
sible oceasion and, as I said, rushes off te
Canberra.

Mr. Seward: You will he asking it to do
some work directly.

Mr. WATTS: If the Government were
bona fide in its determination to upsct the
decision of the Arbitration Court, because
that decision was an injustice to the workers,
whiech—as I said—I am not at the moment
prepared to deny, if it was bona fide in
its intention to upset that deeision, then
why did it not let the member for East
Perth diseuss the Bill which he introdueced
on the 21st April last?

Mr. Cross: The member for East Perth
was not present when the Bill came on.
You know that.

The Minister for Labour: He was at
Northam earning a legal fee that day.

Mr. WATTS: T was not aware that the
hon. member was absent; but, in any ease,
the Bill was perfectly clear.

Mr. Cross: The member for East Perth
was absent.

Mr. WATTS: The position is that there
was a Bill on the notice paper to amend this
section of the Act. If the matter were of
suflicient importance, a Bill could have heen
introduced to male the increase retrospective
to the day on which the Federal order was
made, If the worst came to the worst, the
Bill conld have been diseussed last week.
The Standing Orders could have heen sus-
pended for the purpose.

Mr. Marshall: No. They could not.

My, WATTS: I have made two mistakes
in five minutes, but that cannot be helped.
The present Govermment, which does not
hold office beeanse the clectors asked it to
do so, but beeause Parliament said it counld
do so, owes a duty to Parliament which it
has not faithfully discharged. Instead, it
has run away from its duty and gone to the
Commonwealth Government to help it out
of its diffieulties, when it ought to have come
to the right place. If it helieves that State
rights should be wupheld, it should uphold
those rights; bat it has not done 50 in the
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last few months in all matters of vital im-
portance. Today we hear of another matfer
that is under Federa! consideration. I refer
to the cream zoning. If the State Govern-
ment will oppose that, I shall be led to
believe that what I have sald might have
had some eilect.

On motion by Mr. J. H. Smith, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 521 pm,

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 13th Awgust, 1942.
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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2).
TANXATION.
Deduction for A.R.P. Erpenditure.”

Hon, J. A. DIMMITT asked the Chief
Secretary: Will he inform members the re-
sult of the motion carried in this House on
the 12th May, 1942, protesting against the
non-allowance of certain A.R.P. expenditure
as a deduction for the purpose of income
tax?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
motion referred to requested an amendment
of Section 52 of the State Income Tax
Assessment Act, 1937. This Act is not now
operative. Representations have been made
to the Commonwealth Government, so far
without result.

CORONERS' COMMITTALS AND
COURT COXVICTIONS.

Hon. H TUCKEY asked the Chief Sce-
retary: 1, How many persons have heen
committed for trial by eoroners in the mei-
ropolitan distriets during the past three
years? 2, How many of these ecases have
been withdrawn from trial by the Crown
Law Department entering a nolle prosequi?



